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7] Othang grves a greater Lu- 
re and Ennoblement tg 
the braveſt perſon, than to aft ac- 
cording to the Maximes of Pru- 
dence ; there are many Men which 
are wiſe mn pitkure, and very learn- 
ed im trifles, but when they come 
to buſy neſs, they are of no more 
nſe then a Sun-Dual im the Grave ; 
that 1s the te Phyloſophy which. 
A 3 teach 


The Epiſtle 


teach Men Prudenter agere, ra- 
ter then Hapienter cogitare. 

If the World would ſpend that 
time in aftive Phyloſophy, and 
the ftudy of things which are of 
{ol id uſe, and come home to buſc- 
neſs, ( which they ſpend in Cob- 
web Learning to catch Flies ) Men 
weuld be more judicious and know- 
wg at twenty Jears of age, then 
uſually now they are at ſeventy ; 
Prudence, lhe Manes of Gold, is 
found hes mn few places ; though 
ts now m the Oar, yet attrve 
Phyloſo ophy will refine it 3 to think 
well 15 to dream well ; fs attion 
that doth ennoble, and grve the true 
embelliſhment 3 > as Vertue 18 the 


fre of attion, ſo atlion 1s the 
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Dedicatory. 


life of vertue : this little manual, 
Lf you pleaſe ſoberly to read 1 TH 2 
prattice thoſe excelleut principles 
therem contained, ( though you 
have  erefted a fair ſtrubture of 
knowledge to your ſelf ) yet I dare 
Js it will build you 4a Story bigh- 

the converſation of men 13 a 
Sd expedtent to cultrpate and 
mprove your parts; reading of 
Books may make you learned, but 
ts Converſation and Aidion thee 
make men wiſe ; the Theory of 
tha, Learning which the World 
hath for many years admired, 
hath been good for nothing but to 
d:ſpute Pty and Truth out of the 
Church, and Juſtice and Honeſty 
out of the State, 


The Epiltle 


Of this Valentian and Lyu- 


cinius, Emperors of Rome, bad 
eXPErtence when they termed 


Learning =o plague and porſon of 


a Kingdom ; and Lycurgus was 
not far from this Opinion, ( the 
better to extinguiſh the Fire-brands 


of Letters ) when he eftabliſhed 
lenorance im bis Republick, 


If we conſult the Regiſter of 


times, we ſhall find, that Sedit- 
ons and Revolutions, Herefie and 
Schiſmes, have not Wy any where 
fo frequent as in Commuon-wealths, 
where this kind of Learning was 
zn great eſteem, and even when it 
triumphed moſt ; ambition and 


pride march always m the reer of 


great knowled ge; whereas we have 


ob- 
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obſerved, that thoſe which are not 
too learned, are commonly the beſt 


Subjefts, and the wiſeft. and ho- 
neſteſs Men, 


There are many that are great 
Opimonaſters, and high m they 
own Conceits ; but you may take 
the Elevation of their parts with- 
out aJacob's Staff : Theſe Men 
think, if they have read Ariſto- 
tle's Phyficks and Poltticks, they 
have exattly ſurveyed the great 
round of Nature, fathomed the 
Moon; and that they know by 
what Strmgs, and upon what 
Pyns, Wheels and Hinges, the 
whole Unrverſe moves ; whereas, 
if they had ſerwufly fiudied Na- 


ture 


The Epiſtle 
ture and ative Phyloſophy, they 


would no more value all the 
Learning they now have, ( though 
learned im their own concetts ) 
then we do the wagging of a Straw 
at. the Antipodes : Theſe Sophi- 
ſfters, hike - Diogeness Archer, 
who could hit every where but the 
right mark ; or like ſome perſons 
who can give a good ground to 
others , but cannot Bond them- + 
ſelves ; whereas the Philoſophy 
of a wiſe man js, - Honeſte vi- 
vere, prudenter agere, alterum 
non loedere fuum cuique tribu- 
ere. I ſhall not trouble you fur- 
ther, but beg that you would be 
pleaſed to [an mto this murrour, 
made up of other mens Chryſtals, 


and. | 
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and my own errors : here thou 
maiſt ee what thou art, or what 


thou ſhouldſt be, IT am 


8 1 i 


Your Friend and Servant 


W. de Britaine. 
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SECTION I. 
| Of Study. x 
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act, I know not ; but if it be your for- 
tune to act that of a Beggar, do it with 
as much grace and comelineſs as you 
Can. 

Never perplex your Head with the 
Schools, whether a Myriad of Angels 
can dance upon the point of a Needle ; 
nor {pend time in the finding out of the 
proportion between the Cylinder and 
che Sphere, though the invention highly 
pleated Archymedes. 

Neither will it become you to quar- 
re] the Orthography of a word, and 
waether we ſhould write fel:x, or feltx, 
bur get to be ſo. 

It wil be an inſtance of great pru- 
dence in you, to ſtudy things which may 
be of ſolid uſe, and come home to bult- 
neſs; the whole Province of Learning 
is infeſted with frivolous diſputations 
and vain Impoſtures. 

I could never endure thoſe Studies 
that furniſh me only with unactive 
thoughts, and uſeleſs diſcourſe, that 
reach me only to think and ſpeak. 

"The moſt neceſſary learning for mans 
life, is to unlearn that which is nought 
and vain. 

I muſt confe(s, the Speculations of the 

Meta- 
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Metaphyſicks ( which are nothing but 
the Needle-work of curious brains) are 
exceeding pleaſant z bur pleaſure with- 
Out profit, is a Flower wichout a Root. 

Anq all the Philoſophy in Ar:fetle 
and Plato, or the ſublime Theorems of 
the Schools, will not pay one dedr. 

Antiſthenes being asked what he gain- 
ed by his Learning, anſ{wer'd, that he 
could talk with himſelf, fo that he need 
not be beholden to others for deiight ; * 
its no ſmall happineſs to live comforta- 
bly within doors, and entertain our 
7: Mi with our own thoughts. 

Add to your own Stores from Obſer- 
vation and Experience; a way of learn- 
ing as far beyond that which is got by 
precept, as the knowledge of a Travel- 
ler exceeds that which is got by a Map. 

The whole Univerſe is your Library. 
Converſation, living Studies, and Ob- 
ſervations, your be(t Tutors. 

The new world of experiments is 
left to the diſcovery of Poſterity ; but 
it hath been the unhappy fate (which is 
great pity) of new Inventions to be 
undervalued, wimels that exceilent dil- 
covery of Golimpmu:; with the great 
neglect which he underwent before and 

after It. B 2 Bu 
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But let nothing diſcourage you ; 
Worth 1s ever at home, and carrieth 
its own welcom with it: your own 
vertues will inoble you, and a gallant 
Spirit will make you Coulin-german to 

ſar. 

Its the ruin of many- men, becauſe 
they cannot be beſt they will be none, 
and if they may not do as well as they 
would, they will not do as well as they 
may. 

Fortune is like the Market, wherein 
many times if you can ſtay a little, the 
price will fall. 

Let great actions encourage greater ; 
and let honour be your merit, not your 
expectation. 


W—_ 


SECT. IL 
Of Religion. 


Hg not your (elf with any Parties 
on deſign, but with all Chriſtians 
in Communion z for-you will find it 
true in ſome perſons, that Maxima pars 
Studiorum, eſt Studinm partium. 


Be 
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Be not an abettor of the prevailing 
Faction, nor an afler:er of the Opinions 
in faſhion, though irc be the way to 
wealth and honour :; vaiue no man be- 
caule he is of this or that Opinion, bur 
eſteem every one that waiks vertyoutly 
according to the Maxims of Piety and 
Juſtice. 

Thoſe are the moſt Godly and Reli- 
gious men, Which are truly juſt and ho- 
neſt, 

Study to live a holy life, holineſs is 
the moſt prevailing intereſt in the 
world, for God is on that fide. 

For my ſelf, I with *he Chriſtian 
World unity in the few fundamentals, 
which are neceflary, liberty in things 
indifferent, and Charity in all things, 

I know there are many things obtru- 
ded upon the World, as Oracles of 
Heaven, when they are but the accu- 
:romed Cheats and deluſions of Im- 
poſltors. 

But wiſe men cannot be content to 
be abuſed with Umbrages, nor is the 
World any longer to be entertained 
with Dark Lanthorns, ſince God hath 
laid, Fat lux. 
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I muſt confeſs, I haye not Faith e- 
nou2th my ſelf ro: ſwallow Camels, 
nor can I perſwade my Reaſon to be- 
come a Dromedary, to bear the whole 
Juzgage of Tradition 3 or the Impo- 
{ture of the Alchoran. 

That Religion to me ſeemeth beſt, 
which is moſt reaſonabie ; eſpecial] 
if we conſider how much of intereſt, 
and the ſtrong Impreſſions of Educati- 
on, there is in that which many call 
Religion, 

I do not ſpeak this, that you ſhould 
try the Articles of your Creed by the 
TouchſRone of Arrftotle, 

Be content with a fingle Faith in 
God, the Comforts of a good Life, 
and the Hopes of a better upon true 
Repentance, and take the reſt upon the 
Authority of the Church. 

In things neceflary go along with the 
Ancient Charch ; in things indifferent, 
wich the piefent 3 

Thouzh you have ſome opinions and 
motions of your own, yer yield (as 
the Obs do for the order of rhe Uni- 
verſe) to the great Wheel of the 
Church. 
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Let it be an Article of your Faith, 
to believe as the truly Apoſtolic Ca- 
tholic Church believes, and the greac 
Rule of your Practiſe to live as the 
Law directs. 

| A found Faith is the beſt Divinity, 
a good Conſcience the beſt Law, aud 
Temperance the beſt Phylict. 

Let not your Faith, which ought to 
ſtand firm upon a ſure Foundation, lean 
over hardly, on a weli-painted, yer 
rotten Poſt. | 

If in Scripture ſome Points are lefc 
unto us leſs clear and poſitive, be con- 
tent, it is. that Ghriftrans might have 
wherewith to exerciſe Humility in 
themſelves,andCharity towards others. 

Never wreſt Scripture to maintain a 
Truth, leaſt cuſtom in that teach you, 
to wreſt it to an Error. 

If you deſign to make your (elf hap- 
py, look to your Thoughts before they 
come to Deſires 3 and entertain no 
Thoughts which may bluth in Words, 

Let your Thoughts be fach to your 
ſelf, as you need not be aſhamed to have 
God know them ; and Words ſuch to 
God, as you need not be athamed Men 
ſhould hear them. 

B 4 Be 


Humane Prudence. 


Be aſlured he hath no ſerious belief 
of God, or the World to come, who 
dares be wicked. i 

Inſtead of a Cato, fet before you 2 
God, whoſe Eye is always upon you ; 
and therefore keep your Eye always 
upon him. 

Fear todo any thing againſt that God 
whom thou loveſt, and thou wilt not 
love to do any thing againſt that God 
whom thou feareſt. 

Let your Prayers be as freqnuet as 
your Wants 3 and your Thank(ſgivings, 
as your Bleſſings. 

In the Morning think what you have 
to do, for which ask God's Blefling 3 
at Night,- what you have done, for 
which you muſt ask Pardon. 

Takean exact account of your Life, 


be not afraid to look upon the Score . 


but fearful to increaſe it; to deſpair, 
becauſe a Man is Sinful, is to be wore, 
becauſe he hath been bad. 

If the Devil (hall at any time tempt 
thee to Evil, betake thy ſelf ro Prayer 
and Holy Medications, and then he will 
forbear to tempt thee more, when he 
{hall ſee that he thereby puts thee upon 
Holy Exerciſes and Devotion. 

Have 
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Have a care of the leaſt Temptation 
which may attack thee; for the moſt 
Heroick Virtue, like a great City, is 
{ſeldom beſieged, but its taken. 

In all your Actions atm at Excellen- 
Cy; that man will fail at laſt, who al- 
lows himſelf one (inful Thought. 

And he that dares ſometime be wick- 
ed for his Advantage, will be always 
{o, if his intereſt require ir. 

ud duvitas, ne fecerts ; for he that 
Sins againſt Conſcience , fins with 2 
witnels. 

Ler thy Eſtate ſerve thy occaſions, 
thy occa{1ons thy ſelf, thy felfthy Soul, 
thy Soul thy God. 

Be not folicitous about Fame, for 
that lyeth:inthe Power of- many z but 
to take care of Conſcience, 1s a thort 
Work, for that is in the Power of 
One. 

Diſpoſe of the time paſt ro Obſer- 
vation and Reflection ; rime preſent, 
to- Duty ; and time to come,. to Provi- 
dence. 

Your time makes the richeſt part of 
the publick Treaſure ; every hour you 
mil{-ſpend of that,is a Sacreligious Theft 
committed againſt your Country. 

B 5 Con. 
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Conſider the ſhortneſs of your Life, 
and certainty of Judgement, the great 
Reward for the Good, and ſevere Pu- 
niſhment for the Bad ; therefore make 
even with Heaven by Repentance at 
the end of every day, and {© you ſhall 
have but one day to repent of before 
your Death. 

Have all the Wiſdom of the World, 
knowledge of Tongues and Languages, 


if you be not acted by the Maxims of 


true Piety and Holyneſs, 'tis but Sap:- 
enter ad Infernum deſcendere. 

Therefore be careful, 1. That you 
be always employed. 2. Look to the 
Hue. 23. Reflect upon thy ſelf; Fits 
eſt in ſe refle#1o, Beams in Reflection are 
hotreſt, and che Soul becomes Wiſe 
by looking into 1t felt. 

In the morning I frequently converſe 
with the Dead, at noon with the Lz- 
ving, at night with my felf; yer I 
never trouble my ſelf with much rea- 
ding of Books. When I contemplate 
the great Volume of the Univerſe, in 
every Page of .it, I obferve ſuch excc]- 
lent Theorems and Maxims of Wit- 
dom, that all Books -to me are ulelels. 
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py your Duty to God, I acviſe 
you, that you be Loyal to your 
King : Never ſel! Honour to purchate 
Treaton. 

A tecure and happy Sabjection 1s 
more to be eſteemed than a dangerous 
and factious Liberty. 

Government 6s the greateſt ſecurity 
of Freedom; for as obedience in Sub- 
jects 1s the Princes Strength, fo 1s the 
{ame their own ſafety. . 

Therefore they who weaken the 
Soveraign Power, weaken their own 
ſecurity. 

Never ſuffer the Dignity of his Per- 
{on to be ſlurred; for the moſt eftectu- 
al Method of Diſobedience, is, firſt to 
{ully the Glory of his Perſon, and then 
to overthrow his Power. 

As Rebellion is a Weed of haſty 
Growth, ſo ic will decay as ſuddenly ; 
and that knot which is unired in 
Treachery, will ealily be diflaived by-- 
Jealoultes. 

Great 
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Great Crimes are full of Fears, de- 
lays, and frequent change of Councels, 
and that, which in the Projection ſee- 
med full of its reward, when it cometh 
to be ated, looks big with danger. 

It becomes all Diſloyal Perſons to 
conſ1der, that when thoſe who employ- 
ed them have effeQuated their impious 
deſigns, they will either diſdain the In- 
ſ{trumentsas uſeleſs, or deſtroy them as 
dangerous. 

He that entertains a dangerous De- 
fign, puts his Head into a Halter; and 
the Haltef into his Hands, to whom he 
firſt imparts it. 

And Events have aflured us, that the 
People, after they have ſeen the Incon- 
veniencies 'of their own aCtings, they 
will return that Power which they ga1- 
ned by their Rebellion (but could not 
manage it) to its proper place, before 
it become their Ruine; for unbounded 
Liberty will deſtroy it (elf. 

And let me tell you, the ends of the 
Common People, if nufled up in Fa- 
ious Liberty, are much different from 
the Deſigns of Soveraign Princes. 

Mankind is highly concerned to {up- 
port that, wherein their own ſafety is 
CON- 
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concerned, and to deſtroy thoſe Arts 
by which their ruine is ſought. 

Submiſhton to your Prince is your 
Duty, and Confidence in his Goodneſs 
will be your Prudence. 

Let no pretence of Conſcience ren- 
der you diſobedient to his Commands 
for obedience to your Prince is part of 
your Duty towards God; 

And Conſcience is not your Rule, 
but your Guide, and fo far only can 
Conſcience juſtiftie your Actions, as it 
is it {elf juſtified by God and his Sacred 
Word. 

If I were commanded by my Sove- 
raign to put to Sea in a Ship, that had 
neither Maſt nor Tackling, I would do 
it; and if youask me what Wiſdom 
it were, I muſt tell you,. the Wiſdom 
muſt be in him that hath power to 
command, not in him that Conſcience 
binds to obey. 

Remember always, that Kings have 
long hands, they catch afar off, and 
their blows are dangerous. 
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SECT. IV. 
Of Converſation. 


He your Converſation be wich thoſe 
by whom you may accompliſh 
your felf beſt; for Virtue- never re- 
turns with ſo rich a Cargo, as when it 
ſers fayl from ſuch Continents 5 Com- 
pany, like Climates, alter Complexi- 
ONS. 

Keep company with Perſons rather 
avove, than beneath your ſelf; for 
Gold, in the ſame Pocket with Silver, 
loſerh both its Colour and Weight. 

But be careful that you do not twiſt 
intereſt with great Men made delpe- 
rate, whoſe fall hach beea ruinous ta 
their. wileſt Followers. 

Therefore 'cis well ſaid by the Spa- 
atard, Vra la ſogo con et Calderon. 

Men of large Souls, and. narroiv 
Fortunes, are not for your Converlati- 
on, for they ſeldom bleſs their Owners 
with -Moderation, their Friends with 
Happinels, or the place they live in 
wich Peace. 


Eat 


Humane Prudence. I5 


Eat no Cherries with Great Men, for 
they will caſt the Stones in your Eyes ; 
like Fire at a diſtance they give 
Warmth, but if too near approach be 
made unto them, they burn. 

He is wiſe, or will ſoon ve (o, whoſe 
Company is ſuch; But he that lyeth 
with Dogs, riſeth with Fleas. 

Retain your own Virtues, and. by 
Imication naturalize other Mens, but 
let none be Copies to you longer, than 
they do agree with the Original 3 ſtudy 
to gain Reſpect, not by little odſer- 
vances, but by a Conſtant fair Carri- 
age. 

Hear no ill of a Friend, nor ſpeak 
any of an Enemy ; believe not all you 
hear, nor ſpeak all you believe. 

Say what is well, and do what is 
better ; be what you appear, and ap- 
pear what you are. 

Approve your ſelf to wiſe Men by 
your Virtue, and take the Vulgar by 
your Civilities. 

Permit not your Humours to grow 
tarc, though you be in the Lees of For- 
tane: be of aquiet and ſerene Deport- 
ment; for any violent courſes, like 
hot Waters (v;hich help at a plunge) 

ut 
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but if they be oftenuſed, will ſpoil the 
Stomack. 

Give not your advice or opinion be- 
fore required, for that is to upbraid 
the others Ignorance, and over-much 
to value your own Parts : neither ac- 
cuſtom your ſelf to find fault with other 
Mens Actions, for you are not bound 
to weed their Garcnes. 

Never commend any Perſon-to his 
Face, but to others, to create in them 
2 £00d Opinion of him; nor diſpraiſe 
any Man behind his Back, but to him- 
{e!f. to work a Reformation in him 
of himſelt- x 

Over-great Encomums of any Per- 
ſon do not ſuit with Prudence, for 'cis 
2 kind of Detraction from thoſe with 
whom you do converſe, and it will ex- 
pre{s zrrogance in you 3 for he that 
conimends another, would have: him 
eit-e2med upon his Judgement. 

Nohing will gain you inore Reputa- 
tio! wich the People, than an humble 
and Screne Deportment. 

A rude and moroſe Behaviour in 
©onverſation, is as abſurd, as a round 
Quadrangle in the Mathematicks. 


Ur- 
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Urbanity and Civility are a. Debt 
you owe to Mankind ; civil Language 
and good Behaviour, will be like per- 
petual Letters colmmendatory unto you: 
Other Virtues have need of ſomewhat 
to maintain them 3 Juſtice muſt have 
Power, Liberality, Wealth, &c. but 
this is ſet up with no other Stock than 
a few pleaſant Looks, Good Words, 
and no evil Actions. It's an eaſe pur- 
chaſe, when Friends are gained by 
Kindneſs and Aﬀability. 

Pyrrhus being advertiſed by the Ro- 
x:ans to beware of Poyſon,for one of his 
own: Subjects had a deſign to diſpatch 
him ; he did then begin to fear that he 
ſhould be conquered by their Arms, 
who had already ſubdued him by their 
Civilities. 

Let your Behaviour, like your Gar- 
ment, be neither ſtreight or: looſe, but 
fit and becoming. 

Catch not too ſoon at an Offence,nor 
give too cealie way to Anger; the one 
thews a weak Judgement,and the other 
a perverſenature. 

Avoid in Converſation, idle Jeſts, 
and vain Complements, the one being 
Crepitus 1hn2emtj 5 the other _— 

ut 


18 Humane Prudence. 


but Verbal Idolatry ; Virtue, like a 
rich Stone, is ever beſt when plaineft. 

You muſt have a care of that ſinful 
cuſtom of vain (wearing, it will 11- 
pair your Credit, and make all your 
promiſes not to be truſted ; for he,vho 
tor no profit will ſin againſt God, for 
a imall fault will treſpaſs againſt his 
Neighbour. 

Do not eaſily believe a Man that 
raſhly ſwears,there being little Truth to 
be found in him that ſo vainly throws 
away the great Seal of Truth. 

By Trifles are the Qualities of Men 
as weil diſcovered, as by great Actions 
becauſe in matters of importance they 
commonly temporize and ſtrain them- 
ſelves, bat in leſſer things they follow 
the Current of their own Natures. 

You will meet with many Perſons 
(as I my ſelf have done) which are 
wiſe in Pi&ture, and exceeding forma}, 
but they are fo far from reſolving of 
Riddles with Ocatrpus, as they are very 
Riddles themſelves. 

' You muſt havea care of theſe, for a 
Pedant and a Formaliſt are two dange- 
rous Animals z but to the Solons, and 
Heroes of the times, out of Duty __ 
mul 
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muſt pay them the debt of an Honou- 
rable regard and memory. 

If you meet with a Perſon. ſubject 
ro # ntSromy never deride them in 
him, but bleſs God that you have no 
occalion to grieve for them in your ſelf. 

You may ſee your own Mortality in 
other mens Death, and your own frail- 
ty in their Sins. 

Be not futile and over talkative, 
that is the Fools Paradiſe, but a Wiſe 
Mans Purgatory : it will expreſsa great 
Weakneſs in you; and doth imply a 
believing that others are affected with 
the ſame Vanity. - 

Great Talkers diſcharge too thick to 
take always true Aims 2u1 pauca con{3- 
aerat, facile pronunciat. | 

To ſpeak well and much, 15 not the 1 
Work of one Man, 'ty n2ax0ie 441 m- 
AU UC21 2, 

There is a time when you may ſay 
nothing, and a time when you may ſay 
ſomething, bur never a time when you 
thould fay all things. 

Speak well, or ſay nothing; ſo if 
otners be not better by your filence, 
they will not be worte by your Dit- 
courle. 

By 
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By your ſilence you have this advan- 
tage ; you obſerve other Mens Follies 
" and conceal your own3z and he diſco- 
vereth his Abilities moſt, that leaſt dit- 
covereth himſelf; not that I would 
have you over-reſerved , thats a Symp- 
tom of a ſullen Nature, and unwelcom 
to all Society. 

But let your Diſcourſe be ſolid, not 
like'a Ship that hath more Sayl than 
Ballaſt. 

Ler reaſon be the Pillar of your dil-. 
courſe, and Smilies the Windows that 
eve the beſt Lights. 

Your Wir may make clear things 
doubtful, but it's your Prudence to 
makedoubtful things clear. 

There is no man that talketh, if you 
be wiſe, but you may gain from him 3 
and none that is ſilent if you have not 
a care, but you may loſe by him: if 
you mult ſpeak, it will be Prudence in 
you always to ſpeak laſt, and ſo you 
will be Maſter of others Strength, be- 
fore you diſcover your own. 

Demeaes the Orator, in his Age was 
a very talkative Perſon, and would 
eat hard. Aztipather would fay of him, 
that he was like a Sacrifice, and thar 
nothing 
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nothing was left of him but the Tongue 
and the Paunch. : | 

Be aflured,he that delighteth to ſpeak 
much and hear little, ſhall inform 0- 
thers more than himſelf can learn. 

Reſervedneſs will be your beſt (ecu- 
rity, and {lowneſs of belief the beſt 
Sinew of Wiſdom :. Never « q= Jour 
ſelf but with an half Light and full ad- 
vantage : Never impart that to aFriend, 
which may empower him to be your 
Enemy 3 your Servants (which uſually 
prove the worſt of Enemies) ycu may 
admit into your Bed-Chamber, but 
never into your Cloſet. 

A Secret, like a Crown, is no Eſtate 
to be made over 1n truſt; and to whom- 
ſoever you do commit it, you do but 
enable him to undo you, and you muſt 
purchaſe his Secreſie at his own price, 

Conſider how precarious-and unhap- 
py your Life and Fortune will be, which 
depends _ ſo ſlender a Thread as 
anothers pleaſure ; therefore let me ad- 


viſe you always to carry two Eyes a- 
bout you; the- one of warineſs: upon 
your ſelf, the other of obſervation up- 
on other Men. 


} 
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I have knowledge enough my ſelf to hold 
iny Tongue, bur not enough to ſpeak. 

Parca Langua, aperta Frons, & clau- 
ſam Pe#us, are the beſt Ingredients of 
Wiſdom ; and that made the Italian 
ſay, Gl: penſrere ftrett, & el wiſo ſcrolto, 
keen your Thoughts cloſe, and your 
Countenance loole. 

Never truſt rwice, where you have 
been deceived once; for he that makes 
himſelf an AG, it's fitting others ſhould 
| ride him. 

1 It's an equal Miſchief to diſtruſt all, 

# as to believe all ; though of the two, 

| the ſafeſt is to diſtruſt 3 tear may ſecure 

you, when Confidence will ruine you, 

| that being a Virtue only when men 

| were Juſt, but ever ſince, the bane of 

[: them who own it. It was well (aid by 

it Chaucer, 

| Make privy to your Dealings as few as 
you Way, | 

For Three may keep Counſel if Twain te 
away. 

Be not Magiſterial or too afftirma- ' 
tive in any Afſertion ; for the bold | 
maintaining of any Argument doth 
conclude againſt your own civil Beha- © 
viour : Modeſty in your _— 

" mill 
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3 will give a Luſtre to Truth, and an 
$ excuſe to your Error. 


| 


| If you delire to know how {hort 
? your Underſtanding is in things above, 
: con(ider how litttle you know of your 


_ 2 ſelf; whatthe Soul 1s, of what Mem- 


> 


J 


bers your Body is inwardly compacted, 
+, and what is the uſe of every Bone, 
: Vein, Artery, or Sinew, which no 


' © man underſtands, as Galez himſelf con- 
Wn feſleth. 


Protagoras hath deiiver'd to us, that 

2 there is nothing in nature, but Doudt 
- and that a Man may equally diſpute of 
* all things 3 and of that alſo, whether 
© all things may be equally diſputed of. 

* TI dopay much Reverence to the Hu- 
# mility of Plato, Democritus, Anaxagoras, 
3 Empeacles,and all the newAcademicks, 
4 who poſitively maiatain, that, nothing 
4 in theWorld could be certainly known. 
* AndSocrates was by the Oracle ad- 
2 judged the Wiſeſt Mari living, becauſe 
# he was wont to ſay (I know only this) 
* I know nothing ; yer Archiſclays was of 
4 opinion, thatnot ſo much as that could 
$ be known,which Socrates ſaid. he knew, 
I to wit, that he knew nothing. 

S Therefore I never roubſe my --o 
Wit 
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with the-Inquiries of the Height of ,the 
Heavens, nor the Magnitude of the 
Earth, whether the Sun: (as Anaxame- 
725 thought) be as flat asa Trencher, or 
whether it be be hunch-backed under- 
neath as a Cock-Boat, as Heraclitus 
beld.z Inever diſturb my Head with 
the Dimenſions of the Moon, to know 
whether ſhe be hung looſe in the Air, 
or inhabited or not ; whether the Stars 
be but Earth muminated,as Thales main- 
tained; 'or whether perfect Fire, as 
Plato; I leave Nature to it (elf, and 


think it fuficient to know who is the . 


Author, and to-give God Thanks as I 

amable. | 
Itcan be no Glory to any man to be 
proud of his Knowledge, if he conf1- 
der, that-much of the Knowledge of 
the Arts we profeſs, we have been in- 
ſtructed therein by the very Beaſts and 
other Creatures. Of the Spider we 
learn to ſpin and ſow ; of the Swallow 
to build ; of the Nightingal Muſick ; 
of. divers Creatures Phylick 5 the 
Goats of Ganata, - being ſhot with an 
Arrow, -do chule,- from out of a Milli- 
on of Simples, the Herb Dittazy, and 
therewith cure themſelves. The T! ry 
torje 


| 
| 
n 

| 


| 
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terſe having eaten of a Viper, doth ſeek 
for Wild Marjoram to purge her {e!t.- 
The Dragon clears her Eyes with Fen- 
nel ; the Cranes with their Bills do Mi- 
niſter Gliſters of Sea- Water unto them- 
{elves. 

Therefore I mv2 tell you,as among 
Wiſe Men) he is the wileſt, that chinks 
he knows leaſt ; ſo amoneg(t Fools, he's * 
the greateſt, that thinks he knows molt. 


———— . —— 


SECT. Y; 
Of Reputation. 


E Studious to preſerve your Repn- 
ration 5 if that be once loſt, you 
are like a Cancelled Writing, of no 
value, and at beſt, you do bur ſurvive 
your own Funeral; for Reputfation is 
like a Glaſs, which being once crack- 
ed, will never be otherwile than crazy; 
it will beget a Contempt of you; and 
Contempr, like the Planet Szturz, hath 
firſt an ill Alpect, and thea a deſtroy- 
ing Influence. 
A Noble Reputation is 2 great Inhe- 
ritance; 1t begeiteth q_—_ whichro- 


8 
®, 
lets 


_—_ 
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leth the World ) Opinion Riches, 
Riches. Honour. 

Chi ſemina Virtu fama raccoghe. 

But howſoever be careful to keepup 
the Reputation of your Parts and Vir- 
rue with the Vulgarz for it will be 
more advantage to you to be accoun- 
red Virtuous and Learned by the Igno- 


. rant, than ignorant by the Learned ; 


for the Ignorant are many, but the 
Learned few. 

| It was a Principle in Jul:s Geſar, 
not to be eminent amongſt the Magni- 
fico's, but to be chief amongſt the 


- Infenors, 


Thy.Grea:t wary keep, tis quickly gone, 
Being got by many At1ons, loft by one. 


Therefore Credit cannot be preler- 
ved with too great Care, nor expen- 
ded, but with the greateſt Loſs ; "Tis 
more difficult to repair a Credit once 
empaired, than. to keep that in a flou- 
cM greenneſs, which was never bla- 

ed. 

m—_—_— is like Fire, when you 
have kindled it,you may ealily preſerve 
it, but if once you extinguiſh it, you 

Wi 
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will not eaſily kindle it again, at leaſt 
not make it burn ſo bright as it did. 


C— 


.——— 


SECT. VI. 


Of Boaſting. 


Ne magnife your ſelf, or boaſt 
| of your great Actions : (that is 

Pedantry) and as in Falconry , ſo take 
it for a Truth, that thoſe of the Wea- 
keſt Wing are commonly the higheſt 
Flyers. 

Tis the Employment of a great 
Soul rather to do things worthy to be 
admired, than to admire what himſelf 
hath done. ' 

There are ſome who hold it the 
chiefeſt Honour to be thought the 
Wonder of their times, which if they 
! attain unto, 'tis but the condition of 
1 Monſters, that are generally much ad- 
; mired, but more abhorred. 

{ Makenot your ſelf a body of Chryſtal, 
{ thatall Men may look thorow you; but 
4 (as wiſe men ought to do) be like Cof- 
{ fers with double Bottoms, which when 
others look into, being open'd, they ſee 

2 nor 
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not all they hold on a ſudden and at once. 

Let your Diſcourſe of others be fair, 
ſpeak not ill of any 3 if you do in his 
abſence, 'tis the property of a Cow- 
ard to ſtab a man behind his back ; if 
to his Face, you add an Afﬀront to the 
Scandal z he who praiſes, beſtows a 
Favour 3 but he who detracts, com- 
mits a Robbery, . in taking from ano- 
ther what is juſtly his; every man thinks 
he deſerves better than indeed he doth 
therefore you cannot oblige Mankind 
more, than to ſpeak well + Man 1s the 
greatelt Humoriſt and Flatterer of him- 
ielf in the World. | 

I have obſerved, that no men are ſo 
ready to ſully the Honour and Reputa- 
tion of others, as thoſe which delerve 
the worſt themſelves 3 Yet I have fo 
much Charity for them, that many 
times they do it not ſo.much out of a 
principle of Malice, as thereby to gain 
a Reputation ( ny think) of being 
Virtuous and Juſt themſelves ; there- 
fore if any Perſon ſhall ſpeak ill of 
you, I advite you not to diſquiet your 
ſeif, but endeavour to live ſo virtuou(- 
ly, as the World ſhall ' not believe 
that to be true, which is reported of 
you 3 


| 


þ 
4 
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you ; and you mult underſtand that ma- 
ny {peak 1ll, becauſe they never learned 
to ſpeak well. 

Your own Innocency will be a Back 
of Steel unto you ; and a clear Soul, like 
a Caſtle, againſt all che Artillery of de- 
praving- Spirits, 15 impregnable. How- 
{oever, it will be your Wiſdom to car- 
ry a Counterpeſt or Antidote in your 
Ears againſt the Poiſon of virulent 
Tongues. 

Ic was an inſtance of great Prudence 
in the Earl of Garnmarvan, when dil- 
courſing with a Doctor of Phyſick, 
the Doctor told hin-he lyed : The Earl 
(chough a Perſon of much Honour and 
Courage) without any Paſſion, reply- 
ed, That he had rather take the Lye of 
him Twenty times than Phylick once : 
this was a noble gallantry of Spirit z for 
a Lye, like faite and counterfeit Mo- 
ney though a good man may rece1ve it, 
yec he ought not in Juſtice to pay 1c. 

I am not much concerned if the Ple- 
beran Heads take me for the Image of 
a Fly, a Nullo, a Cypher ; nay, if 
they tell me I am a Fool; I can have 
the ſame Sentiments with that greac 
Chancellour,who,wheaCardinal} oolſey 

G.3 told 
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told him he was the veryeſt Fool in the 

Council 3 God be thanked, ſaid he, 

that my Maſter hath but one Fool here. 

I do deſire to honour my Life not by 

other mens opinions, but by my own 

Actions and Virtues. 

Si wut beatus eſſe, cogita hoc primum coht- 
temnere, & contemnt, nonaum es fe- 
ix, {3 te turba xon derifertt. 

How ſoever diſoblige none; for there 
1s no Perſon ſo contemprtible,but it ma 
bein his Power to be your beſt Friend, 
or worſt Enemy : No Enemy 1s con- 
temptible enough to be deſpiſed, ſince 
the moſt deſpicable command greater 
Strength, Wiſdom and Intereſt than 
their own, to the defigns of malice or 
miſchief. The Eagle 1s not ſafe in the 
Arms of Jupiter,the day ſhe offends the 
little Beetle: have a care of an Ox be- 
fore you, of an Aſs behind you, and of 
the Prie(t on either (1de of you. If you 
do Courteſies to a hundred men, and 
ciloblige but one, that one ſhall be more 
active to your ruine, than all the other 
thall be to ſerve you ; therefore if you 
will gain Reſpect, turn Ulſurer, and 
make all men enter into Obligations ro 
you: the World is a Shop of _ 
® 
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of which the wile man only is the Ma- 
ſter. 


SSECT. WE 
Of Paſſion. : 


ver be ſo below your ſelf, as to 
let any Paſhon be above you : be 
aſlured when Un enters in at the 
fore-gate, Wiſdom goes out at the po- 
ſtern. 

He who commands himſelf, com- 
mands the World too; and the more 
Authority you- have over others, . the 
more command you mult have over 
your ſelf. 

I cannot but admire at the Temper 
of that Perſzan, who, in his fury, threat- 
ned the Tempeſt, and whipt the Sea. 

Itis a ſorrow to me to ſeea paſſionate 
manſcourge himſelf with his ownScorpi- 
ons,and in the midſt of his innocent Con« 
tentments,fondly-to give himfelfAiarms. 

Its the infelicity of many men, to fally 
into the greateſt Paſſion upon the lea(t 
occcaſion. Not unlike that Gentle- 
man (though Learned, yer none of the 
C 4 Wi- 
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Wiſeſt) when ſeeing his Man at Plough, 
fell into great-Diſtemper, and was much 
10cenſed againſt him, becauſe he did 
not plough, Secundum Artem, indraw- 
ing his Furrows Mathematigally, and- 
in Linea rea, as he ſaid: A Friend 
of his {franding by, told him, that he 
had little reaſon to be diſpleaſed, if he 
conſidered the ſmall difference _ be- 
tween errare and arare. | 

I am not troubled, if I ſee a Butter- 
flye in the Air, and cannot catch ir. 

Be you like the Caſpian Sea, which 
is ſaid never to ebb or flow. | 

Have not to do with any man 1n his 
Paſſion, for men, contrary toIron, are 
worit to be wrought upon when they 
are hot. | 

'Tis more prudence to paſs by trivial 
offences, than to quarrel for them z by 
the laſt you are even with your Adver- 
fary, but by the firſt above him. 

[ have often found by experience 
thac I have fallen into no great incon- 
veniencies when I have taken wrongs 
patiently. : 

And we ſhevv our {elves greater than 
they, when we let the World lee that 
they cannot trouble usz when Chien 
an 
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and Fools do us the ſame -things, that 

we fret at in others of more advanced 
Years, we paſs them without a Frown, 

which ſhews, that 'tis not-the acts done 

us by our Enemies, but our own Re- 

ſentment Which injures us. 

If you have an Injury done you, you 
do your Adverſary too much Honour 
to take notice of it; and think too mean- 
ly of your ſelf to revenge its let me 
adviſe you to diflemble an Injury, when 
you have not the power to revenge it 3 
and generouſly to forgive it, when you 
have che means to do it, 

'Tis a noble way of Revenge, .to for- 
get and (ſcorn them; for Retentmenc 
doth but encourage that malice which 
negle&t would diflipate. Lews the 
Twelfth of Fraxce, being adviſed by 
ſome of his Council to puniſh ſuch as 
were Enemies to him when he was 
Duke of O-leazrs; anſwered like a 
Prince, That ic did not fuic with the 
Glory of a King of Fraxce to revenge 
the Injuries done to the Duke of O-le- 
ans. 


C5 In 
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In Revenge we a& the Executioner, 
bur we perſonate a Prince when .we 
pardon ; tn the one we beſtow a favour, 
and fo are Noble; but in the other we 
- "a our Infarmity, which 1s 1gno- 

e. ; 

A Fool ſtroke Cato, when he was 
ſorry for it, Cato had forgot it 3 for faich 
Seneca, Melius putawit, non 1gnoſcere, 
quam agnoſcere, 

He who pardon proclaims that by fo 
doing, he fears not his Enemies for the 


future ; but revenge implies a fear of 


what we deſire upon that account to 
teflen. 

I am not in my nature revengeful, for 
he that is, keeps his own Wounds 0- 
pen, which otherwiſe would cloſe of 
themſelves, 

When an Injury is done me, I am 
not difpleaſed, becauſe it ſhall not be in 
the Power of my Enemy to make me 
angry, or put me into pafiin : I pardon 
others, as though I did daily offend my 
ſelf, and fo abſtain from offending, as 
though I pardoned no body. 

All the Art that I uſe ro vanquith 
my Enemies, is, to do them all the 
£001 I can. * ic 


Sa. £4 « 
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If you be diſpleaſed with every Pec- 
cadilla, you will become habitually 
froward : learn to be patient, by ob- 
ſerving Inconveniencies of impatience 
in other men. | 

f you have any infelicity upon you, 
by your impatience you ſ{uper-adJ ano- 
ther to it : he who ſubmits to-his Paſſt- 
ons, at the ſame time is a Slave to ma- 
ny Tyrants. I prefer the Freedom of 
my Mind and the Serenity of my Soul 
(not clouded with Paſlions) before the 
Empire of the World. 

A weak man complains of others, 
and an unfortunate man of. himſelf; 
but a wiſe man neither of himſelf or 
others. 

It will- be the teſt of Prudence in 
you., without any paſſion to endure 
the Injuries and Follies of other men .: 

f you cannot indure them 1a others, 
you make them your owa : for firſt 
you loſe your Judgement, and then of- 
fend your ſelf; and fo paſſion will pre- 
Cipitate you into that 111 which you 
would avoid. 

If any man doth me an Injury, I am 
not diſturbed, buc muſt pi.y him 3 for 
he is the firſt offended, and receiyes 

| e 
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the greateſt damage ; becauſe in this 
he loſeth the uſe of Reaſon. 

Every day I meet with Bravo's, falſe 
and perfadious Perſons, but they can do 
me no harm, becauſe 'tis-not in their 
power to diſquiet me, or to make me 
act any thing - diſhonourable : Neither 
am I angry or diſ-aft2&ed toward them, 
becauſe they are by Nature neir unto 
me; for they are all my Kinſmen by 
participation of the ſame Reaſon and 
Divine Particle : If at any time I have 
. an Injury done me by them, I convert 
to my own advantage, I know how 
to avoid them; and they diſcover to 
me my own Weakneſs, where I may 
be aflaulred, therefore I ſtady to fortt- 
fie that place : and if an Ats doth kick 
me (as many times he doth) I never 
uſe to-put him into the Court. 

Study the Buckler as well as the 
the Sword, (o you will be as good at 
ſif=ring as at aCting, 

I ſpeak this to you, not that T would 
have you wichout Senſe ; for Ch: la fa 
Pecora 11 lupo la maneia : he who ma- 
kerh himſelf a Sheep, the Wolf will 
devour him, 


It 
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It was a Maxime worthy of Ceſars 
Gailantry, zec inferre, nec perpets- 


SECT. VIE 
Of Virtue. 


|| Shall commend unto your Practice 
that excellent Precept of Pythagoras, 
IVil turpe commit# as, neque coram ality, 
meque tecum, maxime ommum werere te 
ipſum : and belzeve it, a good man will 
bluſh as much to commit a Sin in che 
Wilderneſs, as upona Theatre : thoſe 
defeats which Vice gtve me, they are 
rather a Surprize than a Conqueſt, they 
overcome me not, but rather by my 
own inadvertency of them, I overcome 
my ſelf; the le(s.the occaſion of Sin, 
the greater is the Nature of it : and to 
juſtitz a Fault is 4 greater Sin than to 
fall into it: and let me tell you, Sin is 
Maſculine,and begets the like in others ; 
and many times like Venom, it infects 
the Bloud, when the Viper is dead, 
which-gave the Wound : therefore 
take care that the bright Luſtre of your 
Virtues ,may enlighten - the whole 
Spherg 
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Sphere wherein you move: F would 
not have you, like a Sun-Dial in the 
Grave, of no uſe. 

You may receive Honours from 
your Prince, but that is to be gallant 
in Livery, it's Virtue that is the only 
Nobility. I love Virtue in any man, 
for it will ſecure meagainſt any wrong 
from him, and will aflure me of his 
good Withes, it he cannot lend me his 
Aſltftance. , 

God would not beſtow Heaven up- 
on the Romans, becaulathey were Pa- 
£435; but he beſtowed the Empire: of 
the World upon them, becauſe they 
were Virtuous. 

Alexander was not (o truly Glorious 
for conquering the Inatans, as for refu- 
fing to torce Darius's Fair Daughters 3 
for in the one he conquered but thoſe 
who were leſs than himſelf, but in the 
other, he conquered himſelf, who was 
their Conquerour. 

As to Acts of Charity and Virtue, 
let not your Heart be a narrow I{land, 
but a large Continent ; be your own 
Almaner, and diſpole of your own 
Charity. You cannot with comfort 
. Call upon God for your Daily —_— 


4 
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if you deny his Poor which call upon 
you for your daily- Crumbs: To give 
plentifully ro the Poor, is the ſureſt 
way to be Rich: = 

It was a Precept of the Rabin, if 
thy Goods conſume, make Alms of ' 
the-reſt- 

Bur as to Favours and Kindnefles, 
imitate the wiſe Husbandmen, who , 
when they ſow their Ground, do not 
throw all their Seed in one place, but 
ſcatter itz and believe me, ſmall and 
common Courteſies do more oblige 
than great Favours. 

whereas others are made Poor 
by Oppreſhon 3 make you as many 
Beggars as you can by your Bounty 3 
and if you delign to gain all Intereſt, 
make all Intereſt gainers. 

Do your Courteſies handſomly, and 
diſpoſe of them ſo, that they may 
have the beſt fide outward, that will 
make them acceprable; Anticipate the 
expectation of the Receivers, and do 
before you are asked, that will oblige 
him the more. 

The Courrteltes you beſtow, let them 
be Gitts never remembred by you ; but 
thoſe you receive, let them be as Loans 
never to be forgotten, The 


_ 
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The firſt Office of Gratitude is to 
receive a good turn civilly, then to re- 
tain it in memory, and acknowledge it, 
and laſtly to endeavour a requital ; he 
that requites a Cource(1e with an Inju- 
ry, is like a Turf, that whilſt a Man 
beſtow breath upon ir to continue it, 
it returns Thanks to the Well-Willer 


by ſpitting Fire on his Face. 


tu 


SSCL 1% 
Of Friends and Friendſhip. 


'8 x5 of your Acquaintance chooſe 


Familiars, and out of thoſe pick 
Friends. 
Bur let me adviſe you, never make 
a Coward your Friend, or a Drunkard 
you Privy Councellour 3 for the one, 
upon the approach of the leaſt danger, 
will deſert you 3 and the other will 
diſcover all your Secrets z3 both are 
dingerous to Humane Society. 
 Friendlhip is a Sacred thing, and de- 
ſerves our deareſt acknowledgements : 
A Friend is a great Comfort in Solt- 
eude ; an excellent aſſiſtance in _—__ 
an 
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2nd the beſt Protection againſt Injuries, 

The World is linked together by 
Love, .and Men by Friendihip ; it's 
the moſt dreadful Wilderne(s in Na- 
ture to be Friendle(s 3 there is not that 
Content upon Earth, as an Union of 
Minds and Intereſt, whereby we en- 
Joy -our ſelves by Reflection in our 

riend, | 

He that wanteth a Friend to open 
his Grief unto, is his own Gaznibal, 

In the kindneſs of my Friend, I 
ſweeten the Adverſities of my Life 
by his Cares I leſſen my own, and-re- 
poſe under his Friendſhip ; when I ſee 
any good befal him, I rejoice,and there- 
by increaſe my own happineſs. 

Therefore I cannot but hug the Re- 
ſolution of that Philoſopher, who,when 
he was dying, ordered his Friend to be 
inventoried amoneſt his:Goods. i © 

When one came to Alexaxaer and de- 
fired him that he might ſee his Trea- 
ſure, he bid one -of his Servants take 
him, and ſhew him not &p wes 722 4.17 
his Money, but 725 eat; , his Friends, 
it ſeemeth he put a greater Value up- 
on them, than upon all the Wealth 
which he had, 


A 
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A Friend,like a Glaſs,will beſt diſco- 
yer tQ you your own defects. 

But never purchaſe Friends by Gifts, 
for if you leave togive, they will leave 
to love. | 

Love is built upon the Union of 
Minds, not the bribery of Gifts 3- and 
the more you give, the- fewer Friends 
you will have. 

But I can admit the re-tributing of 
500d turns, not ſo much for-the bene- 

t, as that my Friend might have the 
pleaſure of being kind. 

An Enemy is better recovered by 
kindneſs, than a Friend afſured. 

Have acare in making any Man your 
Friend twice, except the Rupture was 
by your own miſtake, and: you have 
done Pennance for it. 

When you have made choice of your 
Friend, expreſs all Civilities to him 3 
= in Prudence I would adviſe you to 

ok upon your preſent Friend, as in 
poſſibility, to be your future Enemy, 

Heis none of thy Friend that draws 
thee into any thing which may be pre- 
judicial to thy Credit or Eſtate; net- 
ther art thou thy own Friend, if thou 
doſt hazard either of them for anothers 
CONCErn. Þg 
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Be ſlow to chooſe a Friend, and 
ſlower to change him 3 courteous to all, 
intimate with few; ſcorn no Man for 
his means, nor humour any for their 
Wealth. 

Valgus amicitias utilitate probat. 

Proſperity is no juſt Scale, Adverſt- 
ty is the only Ballance to weigh 
Friends. 

I never have forſaken my Friend, 
but when he hath firſt forſaken him- 
ſelf and Virtue (which was the true 
Lovers Knot which firſt united us) and 
if at any time I renounced his Familia- 
rity; yet in reſpe&t of my former In- 
eimacy, I retain'd an affeCtion for him, 
and wiſhed him well. _ 

I do profeſs my ſelf a Citizen of the 
World, and have ſuch an averſion to 
any thing that is unkind, that I look 
upon an Injury done to another, as done 
to my ſelf. "IE 

And many times when I have hex 
that my Friend was dead, I have be- 
moated my Eyes with Tears, and could 
as paſſionately have wept over his Sa- 
cred Urn, as that Greczan Matron did 
for the loſs of her Mother ; but when 
I had con(ider'd, it was more kindnefs 

in 
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in methan Prudence ; for -I might as 
reaſonably nave wept that my Friend 
was born no {ooner, as that he ſhould 
live no longer. 


SECT X 
Of Frugality. 
QTuudy not only to purſue your E- 


ſtate, but juſtly to encreaſe 1t: Mo- 


ney is the Heir of ng and the 
Riches are the Keys to greacne(s, and 


_— 


make the Acceſs to honour more eaſe 


and open : A Man without Money, is 


like a Wall withouta Croſs, for every 


Man to draw upon 3 let your parts be 
never fo great without a golden Tin- 
Eure, you will be no more regarded 
than a Cuckow in Zac. 

Hence it was,that there being a Con- 
teſt among(t the moſt eminent Poets for 
the Lawrel, not agreeing, it was refer- 
red to Apollo, who upon ſerious advice, 
gave it toan Alderman of Loxaoy, be- 
cauſe to have molt Wealth was a {ign 
of molt Wir. 

El 
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El ſenner dinero par un gran Cavallero. 


Jews, Turks ad Chriſtians ſeveral Te- 
nents hold, | 
Yet all one God acknowledge, that rs Gold, 


"Tis ſtoryed, that a Noble Man of 


Venice made his Addreſs to Coſmo de * 


Meaicis Duke of Florence, Mi (ignifi- 
- ed to him, rhat he underſtood his High- 
neſs had the Philoſophers - Stone, and 
defired to ſee it. Fn 

' *Tis true, ſaich the Duke, but my 
Elixir js this, Never to do that by ano- 
ther which I can do my ſelf; not to do 
that tomorrow, which I can do to day: 
Not to neglect the leaſt things. The 
Fenetian thanked his Highneſs, and 
took his leave of him ; and by the ob- 
fervation hereof, became the Wiſeſt 
and Richeſt Man in Fexice, If you 
____ to be Rich ana Wile, take this 

IXIY, _ 

I know a generous Man leaſt regards 
Money, -but when he hath it not, he 
wanterh it: molt 3 and the moſt excel- 
Jent Perſon wichout an Eſtate, is like a 
Ship: well rigged, but cannot ſayl for 
want 
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want of Wind: if your Eſtate be 
but ſmall, come ſeldom into Compa- 
ny; but when you do, let your Money 
go freely. . 

If your Means ſuit not with your 
Ends, purſue thoſe Ends which, ſuit 
with your Means. 

Have a care you do not imitate his 
Fortune, who labouring to buoy up a 
ſunk Shizdf anothers, bulged his own 
Veſlel. 

Make other Mens Shipwrack Sea- 
Marks to your (elf. 

Thoſe Men which have waſted their 
own Eſtates will help you to conſume 
_w : Theſe, like the Fox in the Fa- 

le, who having loſt his Tay], per- 
ſwaded others to cut it off as trouble- 
ſome. | | 

It was a ſmart Reprimand of Queen 
El:zabeth, who being invited by a No- 
ble Man (who had ſpent a great part 
of his Eſtate) to his Houſe, which was 
very magnificent, and over the Portal 
of the Door was written in great Capi- 
tal Letters, Oza Vanitas, the Queen 
coming into the Court Yard, and near | 
entring the Houſe, asked the Noble 
Man what that was which was weltton 
aDOYC 
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above 3 he told her ; the Queen asked 
him what was the reaſon that he made 
” Onn1a fo ſhort, and his Vamtas 10 
ong. 

I have read there was a Goddeſs faſt- 
ned to an Oak in a Grove, who for a 
long time had many Worſhippers 3 but 
when the Tree was ready to fall, none 
would come within the ſhadow of her 
Statue, = 1. 

Love and Reſpe& are rarely found in 
loſt Fortunes 3 and adverſity ſeldom 
meets with the returns of Friendſhip. 

The World hath no kindneſs or af- 
feftion but intereſt 35 and though you 
have many Perſons allyed to you, yet 
you will find them moſt akin to their 
own Intereſt. 

And Charity, though a Saint, is yet 
without an Altar in the World ; you 
will meet with many men, which have 
much of the Hel:otrope in them, which 
open in the Sunſhine of Proſperity 3 
but towards the Night of Adverſity, 
or in Stormy Seaſons, ſhut and con- 
tract themſelves. 

And believe me, none will be fo ſe- 
vere Enemies to you in Adverlity, as 
thoſe, that in Proſperity have been 
your Friends, Never 
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Never ſpend' preſently-'in hopes of 
future gain: Merchants, during the 
Adventure of their. Goods, do not in- 
creale Domeſtick Expences, but fea- 
ring the worſt, aſſure what 1s in hand. 

Money in your Purſe will credit you, 
Wiſdom in your Head adorn you; bo 
im your neceſlity will ſerve you. 
 'Tis Imprudence to keep pace with 
the Expences of others, to put your 
own Purſe out of breath. 

Ballance your: Expences by the juſt 
Weight of ydur .own Eſtate, and not 
by. the poiſe of anothers ſpending. 

: Prodigality is of the nature of the 
Viper, and eats out che Bowels of that 
Wealth, which gave ir birth : Fruga- 
lity and Induſtry are the two Hands of 
Fortune; #3 

That which by ſparing is ſaved, may 
be with Induſtry improved 3 and what 
15 ſo improved, uy be again ſpared ; 
Frugality alone is but ſimple getting, 
but joined with Induſtry is double. 

'The.way to much is by alittle 5 for 
the greateſt Sum which can be imagi- 
ned begun in a Penny : it's worth the 
minding how much he had for his 

Horſe 
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Horſe, who ſold him but for a half 


penny a Nail doubled. 
 Alictle Eſtate is a great while the get- 
ting; but a great one is ſoon ſpent. 


Therefore ſpend not on hopes, ſet out (o 
As all the day thou mayſt hold out to go. 


——— 


— 


SECT. XL 
Of Riches, and the right uſe thereof. 


I am not. by my Conſtellation deftina- 
. nated to. be rich, neither do I much 
care; for the more a Man hath, che 
more he wanteth. | 

- And Riches were to be ſought after 
above all chings, -if they broughe Con- 
rent as-well as.Content brings them 3 
if they be for real Uſes, then ic fol- 
loweth, he who- hath not need of fo 
many things as another, is richeſt of 
the twa z and be aſlured, he who nee- 
deth leaſt,” ismoſt like God.  . 

' External, Fortunes may. befal the un- 
worthyeſt Perſons, but .2 mans own 
ſolid Worth is that which .begets him 
Glory : Nobility ad Riches are repu- 


red 
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ted to make men happy ; yet deſerve 
not much to be commended, being de- 
rived from others : Virtue and integri- 
ty, as of themſeles they are lovely, fo 
do they alſo give a ſingular Luſtre to 
the moſt excellent Perſon. | 

Graſſus accounted him a Rich Man, 
who had an Eſtate to maintain an Ar. 
my 3 but he that hath an Eſtate to main- 
tain an Army, had need have an Army 
to keep his Eſtate. | 

Getall the Poſſeflions of the Earth 
yet if you meaſure your own'Shadow, 
kn Arcidamu told Phillip of Macedon) 

ſhould not find it longer than be-- 
fore. 

Money is uſeleſs to me, but to ſup- 
ply my Wants; it was made” to ſerve 
me, therefore I never act ſo below my 
ſelf, as to ſubje&t my ſelf ro my Ser- 
vant. 

My Soul is too noble an Apartment 
to be filled wich Traſh ; 'tis a Mozſftro- 
fy in Nature, to be in love with drofs. 

Themiſtocles finding himſelf. tempted 
to look upon a great Treaſure, bluſhed 
at his Error, and turning to his Servant, 


ſaid, take thou that Money, for thou 
art not Themſtocles, B: 
Fas 
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Bias made himſelf Rich, by abando- 
ning his Goods ; and his Omnia mea 
mecum porto, hath raiſed him a Glori- 
ous Pyramid of Honour to all Poſteri- 
ty, and ſet him under a Cannopy of 
unmortality. 

Tacitus obſerves, that Veſpaſzar had 
equalled the greateſt of the Roxar 
Heroes, if his Avarice had not leflened 
his other Virtues. 

Perſeus, out of love to his Trea- 
ſures, loſt both his Kingdom and thoſe 
c00, beingled in Triumph in the Com- 
pany of his Coffters by a Roman Gene- 
ral, who Gloryed, and is yet Famous 
for having dyed almoſt a Beggar. 

He that lives according to Nature 
15 content with lictle 3 but he who 1i- 
veth according to opinion, is not fatil- 
fied with a great deal. | 

The Rich Man lives happily, fo long 
as he uſeth his Riches temperately, and 
the Poor Man, who patiently endureth 
tis Wants, is Rich enough. 

Methinks when I ſee a poor man 
drink out of his Hand, I could, with 
Dzagenes, throw away my Dith. And 
many times with with Grates, that the 
ſtones were Bread, by well as the Wa- 

| 2 cer 
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ter Drink, that we might have a certain | 


Proviſion by .Nature. = 
What is beyond that which is pure- 
ly neceſſary to me, is uſeleſs: If I 
have a Groat in my Purſe, I am a 
Debter to Providence for its kindneſs. 
If my Cloaths be ſufficient to defend 
me from Heat and Cold, or my Houſe 
from Wind and Rain, I expect no 


more; if I find any thing beyond, I 
can behave my ſelf with Indifterency ; 


I value not the Treaſure of the Sax:- 


7ites, or the Delicacies of Ap:c:us 3 


neither would I Gf it were in my Pow- 
er) with D:on;fru the Sycilian, reward 
thoſe who could invent any nevw Plea- 


ſure, 


I am not ambitious with Sczpzo, to be 
Magnus, or with Fabinzs, to be Max:- 
2745 3 nor do I affe&t great Riches or 
Honours, but look upon them as pretty 
little Toys and Nuts, which Fortune 
throws out to Men 3 juſt as wedo to lit- 
tleChildren,pleafing my ſelf with taſting 
nov7 and then onez which ſome Acci- 
dent hath flung even to me, too, whilſt 


that others are ſtrupsling and Conten- 
ding who ſhall get the moſt. 


I 
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I think no man richer or greater than 
my ſelf, except he be more Virtuous 
Honour and Greatneſs add nothing to 
me, but to illuſtrate my Humility. 

Abundance is a Trouble, Want .a 
Miſery, Honour a Burthen, Advance- 
ment dangerous, but Competency a 
Happynelſs : I have as much as I detire, 
if I have as muchas I want; andI have 


2smuch as the moſt, if I have as much 


as I deſire ; yet many times I admire 
my ſelf at a greater rate than I deſerve, 
not thereby:to detract from my Neigh- 
bour, but to heighten my: Debt to my. 
Maker. 

He lives well, that lives im Peace x 
and he is ſafely great, that: is great'in 
his own Virtues. 

I do not admire Eſtates or Territo- 
ries; for ſeeing Man is born Lord of 
all the World, I will not retrench my 


*own right, by glorying in ſo little a part 


of it, as that which will happen to my. 
ſhare. 


I am not much delighted with cthe- 
Regalio's or Gaiety of the World ; I- 


can do by them, as Princes do by great 
Banquets, look on them, and touch 
them, and ſo away. There .was-no 
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Magick in that Beautiful Face of Dar:- 
«5's Lady, which could have enchanted 
me; neither could the Eyes of Cleopa- 
tra have triumphed over the Powers of 
my Soul, as they did over Ceſar and 
Anthony ; for this I am beholden to my 
Stars ; Saturz was aſcendant in my Na- 
tivity 3 I am but ſlow and dull, yet I 
can fay at any time with a good Hearr, 
that Verſe which Gleanthes hath made 
Famous, 
"AXE pus Cad x) 00 margins 
Duocungue woles Jupiter, me ducito, ta- 
. que neceſſitas. 


For a Wilderneſs to me is as plea- 
fant, as the Land of Promiſe z my 
mind can find aHermitage every where, 
and in the moſt numerous Aſſemblies 
of Men in the greateſt Cities ;-I very 
frequently find my fe]f in a Deſarr. . 
When 1 hear the Nightingal ſinging 
in a Wood (where often retire) I do 
envy her happineſs, becauſe the is per- 
ched on the Pinacle of her higheſt Fe- 
licity ; free from Care ana T oil, and 
entertaining her {elf in her Solitades 
with her own MuGick and Warbiing 
Notes. 
Con- 
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Content is the El:x:# of my Life ; 
the true Philoſophers Stone, which in- 
fuſes a Golden TinCture into all inferi- 
our Metals, and cures all the Diſeaſes 
of my Soul, by reducing it to a right 


000% 
Of all Perſons, I look upon them to 
happy, who have their Eſtates in 
their own Hands: ( I mean Labourers) 
for as they never gain much, ſo they 
are ſure never to want bur litcle, 
However let me adviſe you to make 
uſe of your Eſtate while you live; for 
when you dye, you ſhall leave it to the 
greateſt Enemies you have, who witſh- 
ed your Death whea you were living; 
d when you are dead, you are no 
more concerned in that you ſhall leave 
behind you, than you were in that 
which was before you was born ; there- 
fore get well co live, and then-ſtudy co 
live well. | 
Many times, with Chaacey, I f(cratch 
my Head where it doth not itch, to ſee 
2n live poor to dye rich. 
I have often obſerved, ſome Men do 
enjoy le(s of all kind in their Riches, 
than others do- in their Poverty. 
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Ambitioſus honos, & opes, & taeda voluptas 
Hec tria, pro trino numine, mundus habet, 


I am of Thales's opinion, that a Phi- 
loſopher may be rich if he will 3 butTI 
like not Azaxagoras's humour, to re- 
duce himſelf by Contemplation to 2 
Voluntary Poverty : yet he that hath 
no Eſtate is a Child of Providence. 


—— 


SECT. AIL 
Of Suits of Law. 


F you deſign to your ſelf hppa 
and an improvement of your Eſtate, 
Jet me adviſe you to avoid Suits in 
Law ; if you engage in any, you put 
your ſelf into a Houſe of Correction, 
where you muſt labour ſtoutly to pay 
your Fees. br: | 
If the caſe ſhall go for you, there are 
thoſe who will tell you, that Victory is 
a fair Game, but you muſt give them 
leave to divide the Stakes. 
If it thall be your Misfortune to en- 
gage in any,havea care of a Rich Fog ; 
or 
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for there is nothing . more-dangerous, 
2s to miſchief, than a rich obſtinate 
Fool, in the hands of a cunning Knaye 3 
and have a watchful Eye over him that 
hath but Two or Three Caſes (it he be 
a bulie Fellow) for he will gave you 
trouble enough. An inconfiderable 
yore may givediſturbance to a-Noble 
Yon. ITT 
There were two Lawyers very paſlt- 
onately pleading their Clients Caſe, to 
their great ſatisfaction ;3- when the caſe 
was done, the Lawyers came. out of 
Court, and hugged each .other;- the 
Clients much admiring their behaviour, 
one of them asked his Lawyer, how 
they could be Friends fo ſoon ? ; Tuſh 
Man, faith the Lawyer, we were'ine- 
ver Foes; for we Lawyers are like a 
pair of Sheers, .if you open them; and 
then pull them down, they ſeem to cut 
one another 3 but they only .cut that 
which cometh between them. . 
Youremember the Fable of the Vul- 
tare, (itting upon a+ Tree to ſee the 
Lyon and the Bear fight, and to mak 2 
Prey of him which fell firſt; hay2 
you acare you do not make the Moral, 
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It was good advice of Chriſt, if any 
Man will ſue thee at the Law, and take 
away thy Coart,let him have thy Cloak 
allo; the reafon is evident, leſt the 
Lawyer ſhould come berween, and 
ſtrip you naked even of your Shirt: 

Togoto Law is like a Lottery, or 
playing at Dice, where if the Game be 
ooſtinately purſued, the Box Keeper is 
commonly the greateſt Winner. 

E ſpeak not this to reflect upon that 
Honourable Profeflion , to which I 
ſhall ever pay the greateſt Tribute of 
my Service. | 
I know there are many excellent 
Perſons cowards the Law, if it be your 
fortune to mxet with them. 

But you will be ſure at every Mar- 
ket in the Country to find ſome Fairies, 
Elves, and little Spirits, with Hauking- 
Bags or Snap-Sacks by their ſides, 
wherein they have their Familiars, 
ſome with green Coats, others with 
yellow Veſts, which they ſend forth 
ro the diſquiet of Good Men ; as Eo- 
lus did the Winds, which he had got- 
ren into his Bottle, to the Diſturbance 
of the World. 


Cer- 


Humane Prudence. 59 


Certainly theſe Elves are much of 
the nature of the Ant, very -.good for 
themſelves, but exceeding permic1ous 
in the Garden of a Commonwealth. 

If ever you ſhould fly to theſe for 
Succour, as the Sheep do to the Buſh- 
es, in a Storm, you will be ſure to 
leave a good part of your Coat behind 


you. 

Theſe, like a Quartan Ague, will 
never leave you, as long as any humour 
beleftin you; and if you ſhall have 
need-to make uſe of them, they will 
ſtir no more without a Fee, than a 
Hawk without a Lure. 

My advice to you is, that you feri- 
ouſly employ your ſelf in the Study of 
the Laws of this Nation (being the 
moſt excellent for their Juſtice. and 
Wiſdom) if not to practice the Law, 
yet to- gain ſo- much knowledge there- 
12, as to defend your ſelf. and Eſtate 


from the Robbing-good-Fellows of it. 


If you be not (o dilpofed, you muſt 
lay up. one third. pou of your Eſtate, 
to preſerve the other two, orelſe you 
will be aſluredly undone. 


Se, 
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S.E C F. XIIF 
Of Gaming. 


AN TExt Suits in Law (which are but 


jaw alee) avoid gaming ; it hath. 
no- ſatisfaction in it ; beſides a ſordid 
Coveting of that which is anothers 
or a Prodigality of that which is your 
own : it's a madneſs beyond the cure- 


of Helletore, to caſt a Dye whether 


your Eſtate ſhall be your own or not 
if you have not a care(I can without an 
Augure tell what will be your Fate ) 
this, like a Quick-Sand, will ſwallow 


you up ina moment 5 and Goods which. 


are ſo gotten, are like Pyramids of 
Snow, which melt away, and are diſ- 
ſolved with the fame ill Husbandry 
that did beget them 3. and believe me, 
you will find it more chargeable to you. 
than the Seven deadly Sins.. 

Remember that one Crown in your 


Purſe will do you more Honour, than. 
"Ten ſpent. 


ve. 


- — 


your ſelf with thepro 


Humane Prudence. 
SECT. XIV. 
Of Marriage. 


TJ Hier is one ſtep more to make 
4 -your/Life comfortable, and to ad- 
vance your Fortune; and rhar -is, well 
co diſpoſe: of your elf in Marriage ; 
certainly / a: buſineſs which © requireth 
grave conſideration. 

' Ridenot poſt for your Match if you 
do, you may in the Period of - your 
Journey, take ſorrow for your Inn, and 
make repentance-your Hoſt. : ' 

If you marry, eſpouſe a Virtuous 
Perſon:z a Celebrated Beauty, like a 
Fair, will draw Chapmen from all 
parts. | Wy. tf] 
Never - marry ſo [much 'for- a great 
Living as 2 good Life 5 yet a fair Wife 
without a Portion, is like a brave Houſe 
without Furniture 3 59 may pleaſe 

pect, but there's 
nothing-within to keep-you warm: - - - 

Beſure you-love her Perſon- better 
than her Eſtate 3 for he who marryeth 
where he dothnotlove, will be =_ to 
| ove 
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love where he doth not marry; and 
love wichour ends, hath no end. 

It was faid of a conceited Myſog:znws, 
whole Miſtreſs was \Vulle, that 1t was 
likely to prove a happy Match ; for 
he loved Nulle, and Null loved him. 

Remember there's a grear difference 
between a Portion and a Fortune with 

our Wife; if ſhe be not Virtuous, 
et her Portion be never ſo great, ſhe 
15no Fortune to you. 

But if you be able to live of your 
ſelf, and out of Debt, and deſign to 
marry, have a care you make not too 
great a Jointure out of your Lands, 
eſpecially if you have Childrea by a 
former Wife : if you do, it will be 
more fatal and calamitous to your Fa- 
mily than any debt. | 

Provide for your Reli&-a competent 
Eſtate, butnot1o as to impoverilh your 
Children, for that's to deſtroy a quick 
Hedge to. make a dead one. 

If you have Children, it's better to 
leave them -a competent Eſtate with a 
Profeſſion, than great Riches wichout 
ie; for in the one there is place for In- 
duſtry ; but the other, like a Lure,will 
bring all Birds of Prey to devour _ 

ave 
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Have a regard to a good Biſhop to 
ſatisfie your Conſcience z for an honeſt 
Lawyer to ſettle your Eſtate; and mar- 
ry into a good Family, to keepup your 
Intereſt. 

Chooſe ſuch a Wite as may ſympa- 
thize with you in your Aﬀictions ; for 
Marriage is juſt like a Sea Voyage, he 
that'enters into this Ship, mult look 
ro meet with Storms and Tempeſts. 

Methinks the zeal of that Prieſt did 
treſpaſs upon his diſcretion, when, in 
a Wedding Sermon, he much com- 
mended” Marriage, but compared the 
Women to a Grave: for as every Grave 
(aich he) hath a hzc jacet, (o to him you 
come to marry ; Hi jacet the Wiſdom 
of Solomon ; hic jacet the Valour of 
David ; hic jacet the Strength of Samp- 


on. + 
The Poets have unhappily repreſen- 
ted all the Furies under the notion of 
Women ; and exprefly ordered that 
Erinns ſhould be Femines Generis: 

A Gentlewoman told an antient 
Barchelour, who looked very young, 
that ſhe thought he had eaten a Snake 3 
No Miſtreſs ( faith he) it is becauſe I 
never . 
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never: medled with any Snakes, which {| 
makes me look ſo young. ry. 
The ill Temper of many Women: 
made Drogeres (ay, that when he ſaw 
a Woman had hanged her ſelf upon a 
Tree, that it was the beſt bearing Tree 
that ever he ſaw-in his Life. _ : - 
 T muſt confeſs, I ever had a Noble 
Aﬀection for that excellent Sex; as 
great Inſtruments of good, and the 
prettineſles of Society,and ever thought 
that of all Follies in Man;. there-is none 
more excuſable than that of Loves but 
I find by my ſelf;that Paſſion will grow 
old, and wear out in time. 


lt —____ > 
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SE C.T. XV. 
: Of Juſtice. 
YA you come upon the Stage 
of Action, as it's your wy 
Y 


ſo it will be your Glory, to-deal juſt 
with all Perſons. 


— 


.. . Clear and round dealing is the Ho- 


nour .of Mans Nature : hate nothing 
but what is diſhoneſt 3 fear nothing bur 


-what is ignoblez and love nothing but 


whatis Juſt and Honourable, To 
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To ſtoop to any ſordid low Action, 
is to imitate the Kite, which flyeth high 
in the Air, yet vouchſafes to condel- 
cend to Carrion upon the ground. 

Do Injury to none, for by fo doing, 
you do bur teach others to injure you. 

Innocency- will be your beſt Guard, 
and your Integrity will be a Coat of 

11 unto you. | 

A good Conſcience breeds greatRe- 

ſolutions, and an innocent Soul is im- 


pFegna 

It's lefs difficult and more fafe, to 
keep the way of Honeſty and Juſtice, 
than to turn away from itz yet com- 
monly our Pafhons lead us into by- 
Paths, 

And be aflured, he' that in any one 
Afair relinquiſheth Honeſty, baniſh- 
eth all ſhame in ſucceeding Actions 3 
and certainly no Vice covereth a Man 
with ſo much ſhame, as to be found 
falſe or unjuſt. © ; 

Whatſoever I act, I endeavour todo 
it, aS if it were my laſt At; and there- 
fore I do it with Care and Integrity : 
I think on no: longer life, than that 
which is now preſent ; I forget all chat 
iS paſt, and for the future (with a —_ 

: e 


not; for in ſo doing, I di 
.dence, and become an Atheiſt. 


66 Humane Prudence. 


ble Submiſhon) I refer my ſelf to Pro- 
vidence : what others ſhall ſay or think 
of me, or ſhall a& againſt me, I do 
not ſo much as trouble my Thooghts 
with it. I fear nothing, I defire nothing, 
I admire nothing ; Yet I do even reve- 
rence my ſelf, when I have done a Juſt 
and Virtuous Action : but to inrich 
my {elf by any ſordid means, I dare 
truſt Provi- 


T1 have in my own Nature ſuch an 


5 abhorrency to any thing that is vitious, 


that if God did not. know, nor Man 
would not puniſh Vice, yet I would 
not Sin; ſo mean a thing .s Sin. | 
I many times with that Nature had 
placed a Chriital Caſement in my 
Breaſt, that every one with whom I 
have todo, might ſee the Sincerity and 
Candor that is in the Cabinet of my 
Hearr, 
| Keep touch in ſmall matters, not to 
decieve in greater, but the better todil- 
pole your (elf ro perform chings of 
Weight and Moment : a Promile is a 
juit Debt, which you muſt take care to 
pay, for Honour and Honeſty are the 
the ſecurity. | 
| Bor- 
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Borrow before you have need,and pay 

5 before the time you promiſed, it will 

{ gain you Credit ; breaking your Faith 

may _ you Riches, but never get 
ory. 


you Glory 

It was well faid by Monſieur & Gor- 
$106 a French Captain, who having 

urnt many of the Churches of the 
Spantards in Florida, and being asked 
why he did o ? told them, that they 
which had no Faith, needed no 
Churches. 

To deceive one who is not obliged 
to believe you, is ill ; butto cheat one, 
whom your fair Pretences have induced 
to believe you, is much worſe; for this 
is to murder one whom you have per- 
ſwaded to lay aſide his Arms. 

Have ſo much of a generous Soul in 
ou, as not to deſert that which isjuſt, - 
at to Own 1t. | 

Where are thoſe Noble Reſolutions 
of our Fore-Fathers > Where is the 
Roman Gallantry, which obliged M. 
Regalus to return to be a Martyr for 
Vircue, rather than ſtain the Romar 
Faith ? 

Before you aQt, it's Prudence fober- 
ly to conlider 3 for after Action you 
Can- 


— 
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cannot recede without diſhonour : 
Takethe advice of ſome prudent Friend; 
for he who will be his own Councel- 
lour, ſhall befure tohave a Fool for his | 
Client. | 

And that you may act with Glory, I 
with you "Four great Virtues which: 
make a Man. 1. A clear Innocence. 
'2. A comprehenfive Knowledge. 3. A 
well weighed: Experience. - 8. The 
Product of all thole, a ſteady Reſoln- 
tion. 

Reſolutions are the Moulds wherein 
Actionsare caſt ; if they be taken with. 
over-much haſt or too much Aﬀecti- 
:on, ſeldom do they receive good Suc- 


-cel5. 
When you have fully reſolved what 
courſe to take in any Action, you muſt 
not after repent, or fear any difficulty, 
for ſuch things will leſſen the Gallan- 
try of your Miad. And although fome 
difhculties do happen to ariſe, yet you. 
muſt believe thac every other courſe 
would have been accompanyed with the 
fame or greater Impediments.z yet ma- 
ny times it's more Prudence to follow 
the direction of a preſent good Fortune, 
than the ftwſt Reſolutions, A 


y care how we 
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A Sanguine Completion with its 
Reſolutions, do well in purſuit of Suc- 
ceſs; Flegm and its Patience, do better 


| in a Retreat from Miſcarriages. 


In the Conduct of Aﬀairs you may 


ſhew a brave Spirit in going. on 3 bu& 


your Wiſdom wull 'moſt appear im ſe-- 
curing your Retreat, and how to come . 
off; for there is ſuch incertainty in all 
humane affairs, that that Courſe to me 
ſeemeth beſt, which hath moſt-paſlages.: 
out of it. Pos 260 
Therefore it. was well obſerved: by * 
one, that the Twks, who mate an ex-- 
pedition into Perſia, andi becauſe of the 
Streight Jaws of the Mountains of Ar- 
mera, the Bahaws conſulted which. 
way they ſhould get in 3 one that heard 
the debate, ſaid, here is much ado-how: 
we ſhall get in, butI hear no boy take 
ſhall vet-out.. * , © 
However, let me adviſe you to.make' 


3 the publick good, as well as your own, 


| 


private Advantage. the objec :of all, 
your Undertakings 3 for by providing: 
for your - pays may wrovg 
the publick_z;-but.by<e | ting good for- 


The publick, you mult do good for your 
Cit, 1+ i REG 7 es 3 | 


Se. 
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SECT. XVL 
_ Of Induſtry and CircumſpeFion. 


I Buſineſs be ative and induſtrious, 
for many Men of Large Abilities , * 
relying wholly upon their Wit, a 
neglecting the uſe of ordinary means, 
ſuffer others'leſs able, but more active 
and induſtrious, to go beyond them. 
_ © Diligencealone is a fair Fortune,and 
Induſtry a good Eſtate : Idlenefs doth 
waſt 2 Man as inſenſibly as Induſtry 
doth improve him 3 you may be a 
younger Brother for your Fortune, but 
your Induſtry will make you an Heir. 


Cbt haarte, ha parte, chi non corre non 
ha il pallio, 
e#Eſops Fiſher could catch no Fiſh by 
his playing upon his Flute ; but was ne- 
ceſhtated, to preſerve his being, to 
caſt his Nets and his Tackling into the 
River. 

And you may obſerve, that in Hea- 
ven, the moving. Planets are of much 
greater Conſideration. than thoſe. that 
are fixt, and do not ſtir at all. 
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I cannot commend the Humour of 
the Neopolitan Gentry, who ſtand ſo on 
the Puncto's of their Hononr, that they 
prefer Robbery before Induſtry. 

Its action that is Noblez and not 
only the Celeſtial Bodies are in continu-. 
al Motion, but he that is moſt high, is 
puriſſimus ARus ; 'for beſides the Con- 
templation of his own goodneſs, is ever 
at work in At of Providence and Go- 
vernment of his Creatures. | 

- I am much pleaſed with his advice, 
who placed for- his Impreſs a pair of. 
Compete with this Motto, Gorſtantia 
& labore, the one Foot being Fixed, 
the other in motion. T 
If Succeſs of buſines doth not at 
firſt anſwer your expectation, let no 
Fames of Melancholy pofleſs you, ute 
other Expedients and Addrefles ; for 
he that conſtantly makes Head againſt 
; the Aſſaults of Fortune, ſhall be ſure 
. to be Victorious, and attain his Ends 3 
you muſt not give up the Set, becauſe 
the Cards =_ crols. =oot :* 7: 
- Every thing hath: two.Handles ; if 
one proves hot, and not to be touched, 
you may take the other, that is more 
temperate, 


How- 
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Howſoever, in doing buſineſs, ap- 
apply yourThoughts and Mind (erioutly 
to it; but be not too eager, nor paſh- 
onately ingage your Actions in it, nor 
promiſe your ſelf Succeſs z by this 
means you will have your Underſtan- 
ding clear, and not be diſturbed if you. 
miſcarry, which you muſt make ac- 
count will often happen to you. 

When a buſineſs may turn to diſad- 
vantage, it will be your Wiſdom to 
temporize and delay, and get what time 
you can by deferring 3' becauſe time 
may occaſion ſome accident which may. 
remove the P__ ; + 

But if it be for your advantage, de-: 
lays are dangerous , and you muſt act 
with Secreſie and CO which are 
the two Wheels, upon which all-great: 
actions move. W/E | 

- The Nobleſt Deſigns are like a Mine, 
if diſcovered, prove ineffectual. 

- And to ſpend that. time in a grave 
tb buſineſs, which might terve 
or a ſpeedy diſpatchot it, is to.umicate: 
that Mafitiah, who ſpent ſo much time 
in the tuning his Inſtrument, that he 
bad none left to excerciſe. bis Muſick. 


I 
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If the matcer you undertake be 
doubtful, warrant your own diligence, 
but keep no Office of Aflurance to 
warrant the Succeſs; remember the 
Italians makes ir part of the Character 
of an Exel: Man, when he is to un- 
dertake any thing preſently, he faith, 
Fle Warrant you ; but when he miſlech 
of his Undertaking, he faith , 1/ho 
would have thought tt. 

However ule Circumſpetion in a!l 
your Actions; for he who incteadeth 
what he doth, is moſt likely ro do 
what he intends; halt doing in any 
thing is worle than no doing; and a 
middle Courſe in Caſes of Extremity, 
of all is the Worlt. 

As there is no buſineſs fo {ecure, bur 
hath ſome Flaws in ir,{o there is {carce- 
ly any ſo deſperate, but hath ſome o»p- 
portunity of recovery. 

It was excellent advice of T:verr:s 
Czſar, Non omittere Caput verum, neque 
te 12 caſuz dare : follow fate courtes by 
Reaſon, rather than happy by chance. 

Yer ſome things mult oe ventured, 
and many things which exceed the Pru- 
dence of Man, are: often by Fortune 
diſpoſed to the en 


Cer- 
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Certain it is, that he who will com- 
mit nothing to Fortune, nor undertake 
any Enterprize, whoſe Event appeareth 
not infallible, may eſcape many dan- 
vers by his wary Conduct, but will fail 
of as many Succeſles by his unactive 
Fearfulneſs. 

All that a Wiſe Man therefore can 
do, 1s, toattempt. with Prudence, pur- 


{ue with hope, and ſupport intervening. 


Accidents with Patience. 


It will be great Prudence in you” 


rightly to take hold on Opportunites 


for opportunity admits of no after 


Game 3 and thoſe which have loſt their 
firit Hopes, any thing that is future 


ſeems beſt. 


Xeugly uit, Was Wile Pittacus's A- 
pothegm. 

In management of Afﬀeairs ſtand not 
upon Niceties and Punctilio's of Ho- 
nour, but by fair Complyance gain your 
Ends : Heat and Precipitation are ever 
fatal to all Buſineſs z a ſober Patience, 
and a Wiſe Condelcenſion, do many 
times effet that which Raſhneſs and 
Choler will many times undo. 

Keep formality above beard, bur 
P:-udence and Wiſdom under Deck ; 


for 


| 
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8 for nothing will give a. greater Stop or 


Remora to your Afﬀeairs, than to be 
elteemed wiſe by them with whom 


E you are to deal ; it will beget Jealouſies 


+. 


7 any Perſons, obſerve their Temper,and 


bo 


L 


: 


in them, and your. Wiſdom will be but 
an Alarm to. them. never. to..come un- 
provided, when they have any concern 
with you. i..: 7 "x 

If you are to negotiate a matter with 


(as far as Prudence and Difcretion will 
give leave ). :comply with their Hu- 
mour, ſuffer:chem. ro ſpeak their plea- 
{ure freely, rather than interrupt them 


| provoke them to ſpeak ; for they will, 
| out of Ignorance or Inexpertence, lec 


fall ſomething which may be for your 

Advantage. 
Give fair Words, and 'make large 

Ptomiles, for they: are the aw(t:Pow- 


| erful' Engins to work your ends. * 


Converſe with all Men as Ghr:ftraxs, 


| but if you have to do with any Stran- 


ger, look upon him as one :that may 


I be nnjuſt(ic's ſevere, bur it will be your 


own fafery ) if he.proves otherwiſe, 


7 he doth but fail your expeRation z for 
| believe me (and [ have found it to my 
1 coſt) nothung W:ll = you more than 


CE 
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fo rely too much upon the Honeſty of 
other Men. 

And, if poflible, order your Afﬀeairs 
ſo, that he with whom you are to deal, 
performfirſt, when that is done, if you 
be deceived, you may thank your elf. 

.If at any time you ſhall be over-much 
prelled to do any thing haſtily, be care- 
tul, Fraud and Deceit 'are always in 
haſt. Difftidence is the right Eye of 
Prudence, Gawendo tutus. . 

In all great Actions take many (if 
you pleaſe) to your Aſliſtance,. bur few 
r0 your truſt. 

Never ſuffer any rubb to lye in che 
dl way, which may hinder the crue ran- 
| ning of your Bow]. 

When you have a preſent good in 
proſpect, which may turn ro advantage, 
decline it not by the importunity of 0- 
thers, if you do, you will make Work 
tor repentance ; let the buſineſs of the 

' World be your Circumference , but 
your ſeit the Center. ' 

If you meet with a Perſon that 1s 
more complyant or officious unto you 
than uſual, have a care, for he hath 
ſome defign upor you, and he either 
hath, or dath intend to deceive you, 


Ne+ 


CT. _———— >. _ —_— DD — ” 


of | 


rs | 
1, | 


SY 4 - 


Finmane Prudence: 77 


. Never put your ſelf into the Pow- 
er of any Perſon how he will deal with 
you; if you come to depend upon the 
Charity of. others,- you are undone 3: 
therefore always ſtand upon your 
Guard. | | 

It will be Wiſdom in:youtto take ad* 
vantage of the over-ſights cf other 
Men 3: for:the Follies of one Man 1s 
the Fortune of another; and no Men 
proſper fo ſuddenly, as-by che Errors 
of others; you may make your For- 
rune as you pleaty if you rightly man- 
nage opportunit® ; for Fortune 1s no- 
thing but an attentive Obſervation of 
the Revolution of: Aﬀairs, and the oc- 
cafions reſulting from-them. 

Keep an exact Diary of all your 
Actions, and the moſt memorable Pat 
{ages you hear or meetwith. 

And it, .in the Conduct of your Af- 
fairs, you have - been deceived by 0- 
thers, or have committed any Error 
your ſelf, it will be diſcretion in you 
to obſerve and note the ſame, and the 
Defailance, and the means or-Expedi- 
ents1G repair it 3 it will make you more 
Prudenc and wary for the future. 
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For let me tell] you, no man is truly 
wiſe, but he who hath been deceived 
and your own Errors will teach: you 
more Prudence than the:grave Precepts 
or Examples of others. 

- At a time there was a great Conteſt 
between Folly and Prudence, which 
thould have the Precedence ; . the diffe- 
rence grew ſo high, that they agreed to 
refer 1c to 7aptter, who hearing what 
could be ſaid on both ſides, at lat gave 
this Judgement, That Folly ſhould go 
before, and Prudenggfollow after. 

Let all your ObWvations and Re- 
marks be committed to Writing every 
Night, before you ſleep, and 1o'in 4 
ſhort time you will have a Dictionary 
of Prudence and Experience of your 
own making. 

For Wile Men now begin, not to 
be content to inhabit the World only, 
but to underſtand 1t too. 


| 
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SECT. XY 
Of Complaiſance. 


J! will begreat Prudence in you well 
to ſtudy the Art of Complacency z 
certainly an Art of excelleat uſe in the 
Conduct of Affairs. 

For there are ſo many Circumſtan- 
ces in the way toan Eitate or Great- 
neſs, that a Moroſe or Peremptory 
Man rarely attains either. 

Make Sayl white the Gale Blows, 
follow the Current whilſt the Stream 
is moſt ſtrong ; for it Fortune be fol- 
lowed, as the firſt 'doth fall out, the 
reſt will commonly follow. 

Never violently oppoſe your ſelf a- 
gainſt the Torrent of the Times you 
live in, thereby to hazard your Fame 
or Fortune ; but by fair Complyance 
attain your {ifety. 

Piato compares a Wile Man to a good 
Gameſter, which doth accomodate [1s 
Play to the chance of the Die. 

So ſhould a Wiſe Man accomodat 
the Courle of his Life to to the Occa- 
{ions which do often require new. Dczli-- 
berations. E 4 You 
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You muſt imitate M. Portia Gato, 
who was of ſuch a Temper, that he 
_ could faſhion himſelf to all occaſions, as 
if he were never out of his Element. 
A Wile Pilot always turns his Sayls ac- 
cording to the Wind. 

It will be Prudence in you to afcribe 
your moſt eminent Performances to 
Providence,for it will take off the edge 
of Envy ; and none are leſs Maliced or 
more applauded than he,who is thought 
rather happy than able 3 and fortunate 
than cunning. 

+ Be not ſingular, but obſerve the Hu- 
mour and Genius of the times; for he 
that with the Gamelan, cannot change 
Colour with the Air he lives in, muit, 
with the Gamelion, be content to live 
only on the Air. 

I muſt confeſs, Tam by the Maligni- 
ty of my Stars, very moroſe and tart 

I cannot affervile my ſelf to the 
Humour of other Men I cannot, with 
Aznaxazoras,maintain Snow to be black 
nor with Faworinas, a Puartan Ague to 
be a very good thing, but muſt appear 
without any Diiguile, and deciare my 
Jadgement according to my own vSentt- 
ments. 
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T have no So! in me, nor am T Du- 
ile 3 I cannot mould my ſelf Platons- 
cally to the- Worlds Idea : I had rather 
loſe my Head than ſtoop to any low 
and unbecoming Action. In my Solt- 
tudes I can bleſs my felf, when I con- 
template the Felicity that my Alhes 
will meet with ir the Ura.. 


——_— 
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SECT. XVIIE 
Of Prudence in-times of Danger. 
HF that in a wicked Age will endea- 


vourto do that which ought to be 
done, or to ſtudy to be truly Virtuous 
and Juſt {which I with yowever to be) 
will thereby Hazard -his Fortune ant - 
his Safety 3 and believe me, more men 
are undone for their Virtues, than for 
their Vicesz and a good Man is more 1n : 
danger than a bad... 

A Phbean. moved in» the-Senate .of 
Athens to have Ariftides banithed ; be- 
ing asked: what-diſpleaſure Ar;#:des had 
done him 3 he replyed, None, neicher 
do I know him, bur.it grieves me. to. 


hear every body call him. a Juit Man- 
E 4 The2- 
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Theodorus the Patriarch , was ſcofted(ſ 
at by the Grecian Court, as an An- 
tick, for uſtmng Goodneſs when it was 
out of Faſhion ; and adjudged Impu- 
dent, for being Virtuous by himſelf. 

In elder Story it paſſed for an Oracle 
of Prudence ; that Honeſty was the 
beſt Policy 3 but in Modern Practice 
you will find, that Policy is the beſt 
Honeſty : To deal juſtly, looks like a | 
piece of Knight-erranty; and a good | 
Man is but Apuleus inverted. 

Virtue and Integrity, when Men 
were good and Innocent, were great 
Securities 3 but ina depraved State, 
they are but as Traps to enſnare thoſe 
who do profeſs them. 

Bur if it ſhall be your Infelicity to 
live in bad times (as I wiſhyou the beſt) 
E hope you may be the better for them | 
by an Antiperiſtaſrs. - 

If rhe Times be perillous, you muſt, 
25 a Diſcreet Pilot,play with the Waves ! 
which may - endanger you 3 and by gi- | 
ving way thereunto, avoid the hazard : * 
ſo the Tempeſt may-ſhake, but-not rend * 
your Sayls. 
 Benot of anyFaQion:' a Wile Man 8 
#5 always free. | S | 
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In all Factions carry your {ſelf with. 
moderation, and fo you may make ule 
of them all. 

And herein Pomponius Atticus was fo 
happy, that all Factions loved him, and 
ſtudied to do him kindneſs, 2nd inthe 
midit of them lived in Peace and Prof- 
perity. 

Factions in State never hold long 
their Ground ; for it they be not ſup- 
prefled by the Power of the State,they 
will be ruined by ſome Diſtempers ri- 
ſing in their own Party. 

But in Popular Commorions, if you 
ſtand Neutral, you will be ſure to run 
the Fortune of the Bat, to be picked 
by the Birds, and to be bitten by the 
Mice. | 

I am of that boon Courage, that I 
had rather be devoured by a Lyon,than. 
done to death by Flies. 

Neither can I ſuit my ſelf with thoſe<-. 
Perſons, who act for their Advantage z 
like the- Bird,. - whereof - Leo Afrreyes + 
makes mention, which, when the King 
of the Birds demanded Tribure, woald” 
always rank himſelf amongſt the Fiſh; 
and when the King of the Fiſhes requi- 
red his Service, would be always with. 
the Birds. | ip 
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Tf any ſignal Infelicity ſhall happen 
to fall upon you, the only way 1s, not 
| to (it tl) but to reſoive upon Action ; 
for to long as nothing is done, the ſame 
Accidents which cauſed your Misfor- 
tune do ſtill remain; but it you a& 
ſomething, you may deliver your ſelf : 
| however you expreſs a brave Spirit, 
that you durſt attempr it. 
| But that'which is out of your Power, 
| iet it be out of your Carez you may, 
| if you think fit, give your (elf much | 
Trouble, but leave God to govern the 
World as himſelf pleaſeth. 
: If you will live comfortably, let 
f Cod alone with his Providence, and 
k Men with their Rights: 


SECT. XIX: 
Of Advancement. 


FF youraim arAdvancemement,be ſure 
you have Jovem in Arca ; otherwiſe 
your flight to Preferment will be buc 
tlow, without ſome Golden Feathers: 

You mult ſtudy to enworthy your ſelf 
mto the Favour of ſome Great Perſon, 


upon | 
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npon whom you muſt lean; rather 


than upon your own Virtues ; if not, 


you will be like # Hop without a Pole, 
for every one to-tread upon. 

Though Virtue be a Pattent for Ho- 
nour, and Preferments ought to be an 
Encouragement for Worth ; yet in the 
Epoche, and Account of Times, we have 
obſerved;that Men of the greateſt Abi- 
lities are on deſtgn ſuppreſt 5 and they 
deal with Perſons of the beſt Accom- 
pliſhment, as the Birds in Plutarch did, 
wo beat the ay, for fear, in time, ſhe 
might become an Eagle. | 

nd it hath been the unhappy Fate 
of many Virtuous Perfons, who, like 
the Ax, after it hath: hewed up- the 
hard Timber, to be hang'd up againſt 
the Wall unregarded; or like-a Top, 
which hath been for a long time: ſcour- 
ped, and run well, yet at laſt ro be 
odged up for a Hobler. 

Bat methinks its a great Pity to ſee 
the Curtain drawn between a Virtu- 
ous Perſon and Preferment. 

Yet I cannot, with Garneaaes, main- 
tain that: Injuſtice is to- be preferr'd 
before Juſticez or that it's better ro 
be a Knave, than a Virtuous-Honeſt 
Man. Bur 
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Bur many times I am under ſuch a 
Paroxiſme, that I am almoſt induced 
to think that its better to be Fortunate, 
than Wiſe or Juſt, and cannot but with 
Brutus cry out, 

O YVirtus colut te ut rem, at tu nomen 

OF NANCE, 
Therefore if you defign to riſe and 
become great, I would not adviſe you 
to accomplith your ſelf over-much, or 
ſtudy to be very Learned or Wile ; for 
I have obſerved that Wiſdom many 
times gives a Check to Confidence, 
which is the Scale and Rundle by which 
many clime uv? to the Pinacle 3 and I 
find by experience, that under Heads 
and narrow Souls by, Induſtry, accom- 
panyed with Ambition and Covetoul- 
neſs, work Wonders, and do the Bu{t- 
neſs of the World. 
Sextus 2414tu being made Pope, an 
old Acquaintance of his came to give 
him a Viſit, and to rejoice with him 
for his great Advancement, but privare- 
* Iy between themſelves, he told his Ho- 
1lyneſs, That he much admired how he 
was promoted to that Dignitity to be 
Head of the Church, when he had 
ſuch mean Parts. Sextus Luintws _ 
un 
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him, That if he underſtood how Folly 
governed the World, he would not 
admire that he was made Pope. . 

A little good Fortune is better than 
a great deal of Virtue; and the leaſt Au- 
thority hath Advantage over the grea- 
teſt Wir. 

Bur let nothing diſquiet you; a Vir- 
tuous Perſon wili at one time or anv- 
ther be thought good for ſomething 3 
and a Wiſe Man will once in an Age 
come in faſhion. 

I am much pleaſed with the Remarks 
of Themiſtocles upon the 4Athenians,who 
reſembled himſelf to a Plain-Tree, the 
Leaves and Boughs whereof Men break 
off in fair Weather, and run under it 
for ſhelter in a Storm. 

You muſt know that Honours and 
Preferments are rarely the Reward of 
of Virtue, but the Iflue of Pleaſure or 
Intereſt: Is it not ſtrange to obſerve a 
Perſon railed to the Dignity of a Con- 
ſtable of Fraxce , for having taught 
Magpies to. fly at Swallows? 

- To what Grandeur do youthink ſuch 
another Perſon as Domitran, if he had 
lived in that Princes Time, would have 
advanced himſelfunto, who was ſo ex- 
celleac 
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cellent at catching of Flies ? But let 
Honour be your Merit, not your expe- 
ation 3 and attain to Preferments, not 
by winding Stairs, but by the Scale of 
your own Virtues: if you mils of it 

you muſt be content, there is a Reward 
for all things but for Virtue. 

Princes may beſtow the talleſt Prefer- 
ments, - but they cannot make Men tru- 
ly Honourable. Hel:ogabalus's Cook was 
{till buc a baſe Fellow, though his M+- 
ſter made him as great, as were his own 
Vices. | 

And its ſometimes a'greater Honour 
to fail of the Reward'of Merit, than 
toreceive it ; the Glory and” Higheſt 
Recompence of Noble Actions, is to 
have done them ; and Virrue out of 
it felf,. can-find no Retribution worthy 
of her. 

Cato gloried more in that the People 
aiked why he was not preferred, than 
he would have done in enjoying the 
greateſt Honours they had to beltovv. 

If you have gained unto your ſelf a 
Reputation of Virtuous, to preſerve it, 
and eſchew Envy, make a fair Retreat ; 
there is nothing better than a Life _ 
rec 
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red from daily Converſation, eſpeci- 
ally of the Multitude. | 
Fugtat ſapiens commercia wulgr, 

The greateſt perfection loſes of 1ts 
worth, by being every day in fight - 
Therefore let a Wiſe Man take himſetf 
to the Sanctuary of an Honourable Re- 
treat 3 for a fair Retreat is as Glorious 


# as a gallant Combat. 


Solon accounted Tellwm the Athenian 


the moſt happy Man, for living private- 
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ly on his own Lands. 


he ed 


SECT. 
Of Ambition. 


Eware of Ambition (that ever rides 
without Reins) leſt you catch: a 


| Fall. 


God gives Wings to the Ant, that, 
ſhe may deſtroy her ſelf che fooner- - 
And many Men, like ſealed Doves, 


$ they ſtudy to riſe higher and higher, 
5 they know not whither, li:tle conſfide- 


ring, that when they are mounted t9 
the Solſtice of their Greair'o{s, every - 
Yep they let is paved with Fats, and 

caclr 
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their Fall, how gentle ſoever, will ne- 
ver ſufter chem to riſe again. ; 

Let ic be your Ambition to be Wite, 
and your Wiſdom to be good : Reject 
Faction and Schiſm, and you are, like 
a Shipin the Harbour, fafe. 

It's the unhappyneſs of many Men, 
to covet the greateſt things, but not to 
enjoy the leaſt ; the defire of that which 
we neither have nor need, takes from 
us the true uſe and Fruition of that we 
have already. 

AWile Man,like Exzpedocle's Sphere, 
is round, and all like it felf. 

Ever think, it's the beſt living in the 
Temperate Zone, between MIec- Splex- 
aide, nec Niifere. 

If Heaven ſhall vouchſafe me ſuch a 
Bleſſing, that I may enjoy a Groat or a 
Mole-hill with content ; I can look up- 
on all the great Kingdoms of the Earth, 
as ſo many little Birds Netts. 

And I can in ſuch a Territory prove 
my ſelf as much as 4l-xand-7 did, when 
he fancyed the whole World to be one 
_ City, and his Camp the Caltle 
of it. 

If I were aJvanced to the Zenith of 
Honour, I am at the beſt but a Porter, 
COn- 
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conſtellated to carry up and down the 
World a vile Carcaſs ; I confeſs my 
Mind (the Nobler part of me) now 
and then takes a Walk in the large 
Campaign of Heaven, and there I con- 
template the Univerſe, the Myiterious 
Concatenation of Caules, and the ſtu- 
pendigus Efforts of the Almighty. In 
Conſideration whereof I can cheartully 
bid adieu to the World. 


"— hoc apud te, nunquam plus agere 
aptentem, quam cum in confpetiu 
jus, arvina atq; humana wenerunt. 


You will find by Experience (which 
i5the beſt Looking-glals of Witdom ) 
that a private Life is not only more 
a" , but more happy than any 

rincely State. 

I can eafily believe, that Drocleſzar, 
after his retreat trom the Empire, took 
more content in exerciſing the Trade of 
2 Gardener in Saloza, than in being Em- 
peror of Rome; for when Maximinus 
Flerculis writ to him to reſume the 
Empire (which he had with much Fe- 
licity governed for 20 Years) he retur- 
ned this Anſiver, That if he would 
come unto Saloza, and obſerve the = 

: rQ- 
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Productions of Nature, and ſee how 
the Coleworts, which he had planted 
with his own Hands, did thrive and 
Proſper, he would never trouble his 
Head with Crowns,. nor his Hands 
with Scepters. 

And ſometimes I think, that Dzozy- 
fs took as great Pleaſure in comman- | 
ding his Scholars in Gor:nth,as in Reign- | 
ing over Syracyſe. | 

This made Scrpro, after he had raiſed \ 
Rome to be-the Metropolis of almoſt 
the whole World;by aVoluntary Exile, 
to retire himſelf from it, and at a pri- 
vate Houſe in the middle of a Wood, 
near Linteraum, to paſs the Remainder 
of his Glorious Life,no leſs Gloriouſly. 

The Talleſt Trees are weakelt in the 
Tops, and Envy always aimeth at the 
Higheſt. 

Thoſe who have been bad, their own 
Infelicity precipitates their Fate; if 
200d, their Merits have been their 
Ruine. 

If they have been Fortunate abroad, 
they have been undone at home by fears 
and Jealouſftes. 

If unſucceſsful, the Capricio's of 
Fortune are counted em 

and. 
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and- their unhappinefles eſteemed for 
Crimes. 

Howlſoever a Virtuous Honeſt Man 
(as I with you-ever to be) though his 
Bark be (plir, yet he ſaves his Cargo 3 
and hath n+ Hot left towards his {et- 
ting up again. +» 

Bur if it be your Fortune to riſe and 
become a Favourite to a great Perſon, 
as you may have ſome hopes in Entopra, 
for I have heard men are advanced there 
for their Merit and Worth. 

You mult underſtand there are ma- 
ny Doors which open to Preferment, 
= the Prince keepeth the Keys of them 
all, 

Therefore be {ure to ſtudy well the 
Alphabet of his Humour, and obſerve 
his Inclinations, as the Aſtronomers do 
the Planet Dominant, and the Marri- 
ners the /Vorth Star. 

For great Perſons account them the 
wiſeſt Men, that can beſt ſuit them- 
ſelves to their Humour ; and uſually 
they tye their Aﬀections no further 
than their own Satisfaction; and to deal 
truly with you, the Life of thoſe who 
wait upon great Perſons, is nothing but 
the Art of Fencing, he that on the 
Right 
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Right or Left hits their Humour, wins 
and partakes of their Bounty ; - but not 
he that uſech much Skill. 

Therefore as Princes have Arts to 
govern Kingdoms, 1o Favourites muſt 
have Arts, by which they muſt govern 
their Prince. - | 

Defire not to Monopolize his Ear,for 
his Miſ-adventures will be imputed to 
you ; and what is well done, will be 
alcribed to himſelf. 

Too great Services will be overſights 
and Weaknels in you 3 That Merit to 
which Reward may eaſily reach, doth 
ever bet. | 

To ſtudy the Humour of a Prince, 

may for the preſent advance 3 bur to 
underſtand the Intereſt of his Kingdom, 
is always ſecure. 
He that ferves a Princes private In- 
tereſt, is great for a time ; buthe is al- 
ways ſo, who is careful of the Publick 
Good. ; 

Be ready to give an account, if re- 
quired, of all your Tranſactions 3. fot 
he is like Gold, which hath too much 
Allay; that feareth the Touch. 

In all your Deportments be humble, 


and of eafie Accelsz a Fayourite, like 
Coin 
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Coin, to which Virtue may give the 
Stamp, butit's Humility muſt give the 
wait. 

A high Fortune, like great Buildings, 
muſt have low Foundations. 

Pride doth il! become any Perſon; 
and though no Man be thereby injured, 
yet it doth move in others an Offence 3 
for none can indure an exceſſive For- 
{ tune-any where ſo ill, as in thoſe who 
have been in an equal degree to them- 
ſelves. 

You muſt be Mi7:mmu5 12 Summo,like 
the Orient Stars, the higher they are, 
the leſs they appear z Honour 1s honum 
fine claw & ſera, It's like the Roſe, 
which, in the Evening,makes it's Tomb 
{ of che Scarlet 3 which, in the morning, 
it made its Cradle : to be proud of 
Knowledge, is to be blind with Light 
ro bÞ proud of Virtue,is to poiſon your 
{ {elf with the Antidote; to be proud of 
| Authority, is to make your Riſe your 
! Downfal. 

4 Where Pride and Preſumption go 
before, Shame and Loſs fojlow af- 
ter. 

A Country Man in Spazz coming to 
an Image enſhrined, the firſt making 
whereof 
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whereof he could well remember, and 
not finding that reſpe&tful Uſage which 
he expected ; you need not (quoth he) 


be fo proud, for we have known you 
- from a Plumb-Tree: have a care you 


do not find the Mythology in your ſelf. 

To be humble to Superiours is Duty 3 
to Equals, Courtelie ; to Inferiors,No- 
blene(s; to all, Safety. Fortune may 
begin a Mans Greatneſs, but its Virtue 
that muſt continue it. 

Set Bounds to Zeal by Diſcretion, 
to Error by Truth ; to Paſſions, by 
Reaſon ; to Diviſtons, by Charity. 

Be careful not to exaſperate any Sect 
of Religion 3 Rigor ſeldom makes ill 
Chrifttrans better 3 but many times it 
makes them reſerved Hypocrices. Zeal 
doth well in a Private Breaſt, and mo- 
deration in a Publick State. 

Never do that in Proſperity, where- 
of you may repeat in Adverlity. 

Ever think Goodnels the beſt part of 
Greatneſs : When Honour and Virtue 
are in Conjuntion, it's a Noble Alpect, 
and Fupiter is Lord of .that Aſcent. 

But greatneſs without goodneſs, is 
like the Coloſſus of Rhodes, not ſo much 
to be admired for ics Workman(hip, as 
IS 


Humane Prudence. 97 


ts huge Bulk 3 therefore make Good- 
neſs like a Diamond ſet in Gold, a ſup- 
port to Greatnels. | 

Greatneſs may build the Tomb, but 
its Goodnels muſt make the Epitaph. 
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SECT. XS 
Maxims of Prudence for a Favourite. 


_— 


| Page things the right Colour, not 


varniſhing them over witch a 
falſe Gloſs : A Flatterer is a dangerous 
Fhe in State, yet they thrive and pro- 
{per. better than the moſt Worthy and 
Brave Men do. : 

I have much of the Genius of that 
Courtier in me, who being asked by 
Heliozatalus, how he durſt be fo plain? 
Becaute I durſt dye, faid he; I can buc 
dye if I am Faiththful, and I muſt dye 
if I flatter. 

Bur I would adviſe you to have {© 


| much of the Per/iaz Religion-in you, as 


to Worſhip the Rilting Sun 3 you mult 
learn to tranſlate into Engith, ewarnens 
triftem demittere 5 and when you cannoc 
give Men ——_ ig chat, chey de- 


tire 
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fire; entertain them with fair Hopes ; 
Denyals muſt be ſupplyed with civil 
Ulſage ; any though you cannot cure the 


Sore, yet your Prudence may abate the 


Sence of it. 

If you have any venturous deſign in 
Ptojection ; it's Prudence before you 
come to action, ſometimes to give 
things out on purpoſe, to ſee how they 
will take ; by that means you will di(- 
cover the Inclinations of the People; 
if it hath no fair reception, preſently 
check it, and make no further Progrels. 

If you defire that the Deſigns you 
labour with, may not prove 2bortive, 
do not aſſign them a certain day of their 
Birth, but leave them to the natural 
Productions of fit time and occaſions ; 
like thoſe curious Artiſts in Ghiza, who 
temper the Mould this Day, of which 


a Veſſel may be made a hundred years 


hence. 

If you have have Enemies, as you 
expect many , being great in your 
Maſters favour, the better to eſtabliſh 
your ſelf, is privately to give out falle 
Libels and Reports, tending to your 
ownDiſgrace; your Enemies, like Pow- 
der, will fire at the firſt touch, pe 
then 
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then you know what you have to do 3 
and to deal plainly with you,the Great- 
nels of one Man is nothing but the Ru- 
ine of others ; and their Weakneſs will 
be your Strength. | 

But if any Paſquils or Libels ſhail be 
vented againſt you by others (as the moſt 
excellent Perlons many times are infe- 
ſed with them) it's more Prudence ro 
bury them in their own Aſhes, than by 
| confuting of them , to give them new 
Flames z for Lioels neglected will pre- 
ſently find a Grave. 

Bur let me tell you, as falſe Rumors 
{ and Libels are not always to be credi- 
ted, fo are they not always to be ne- 
| glected, it being no lefs vain to fear all 
| _ than dangerous to doubt of no- 
thing. 

And we have learned by experience, 
| that Libels .and' Paſquils (the only 

) Weapons of ſome unhappy Perſons ) 
8 have been Proemical to the Ruine and 
Deſtruction of the braveſt Men. 

You mult be careful to keep an Ephe- 
merides, to know how the great Orbs 
of the Court move; and if any new 
Star ſhall ariſe out of the Ef, and Men 
begin t0 Worlbp it, you mult _ y 
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: Either to eclipſe or ſupprels it; there- 
- fore it will.be Prudence to cut off all 
ſteps, by which others-may alcend to 
Height or Grandeur; for if- you leave 
- any Stairs ſtanding, others will clime 


. Up. 

And'I muſt tell-you,: it's more ſafe 
at Court to have many Enemies of equal 
:'Power, than one. falſe and Ambirious 
:Friend, who hath abſolure Command. 
But -in caſe any ſhall get up, you 
- muſt by:your Sagacity remove him out 
of the way, under pretence of ſome 
-Honourable- Employment , or. other- 
wiſe; when that is done, you know 
how Auguſtus Ceſar dealt with Mark 
Antheay, when he got him from Rowe 
-1nt0 e Zgvpt. 

It hach been the Practiſe of ſome, 
like the Fox, to thrutt our the Badger 
.that digged and made room for him 
-but this mult be lefe to your Diſcretion. 

In all. Butineſs ever pretend the Pub- 
lick Good, that will make you Popular, 
and fo you niay with more ſafety and 
fecurity drive on your private Intereſt ; 
and let me advile you to be fo faithful a 
Servant to your Maſter, that whatſo- 

ever 
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ever you do- your -ſelf, you”: tufter no ' 
others to deceive him. - 

Make the Royal Intereſt and your 
own, one 3 incorporate your "Favour 
with the Authoricy of the Soveraizn ; - 
{0.you cannot be offended; but-the 0-- 
ther will be troubled. | 

Study what you can to partake of 
his Bounty ; the more you obtain from 
him, the greater is your Security ; fot 
he will look upon you as his _Crez- - 
ture; -and by him raiſed, and fo will 
endeavour to preſerve you ; bat if you 
propoſe any thing, which you are a- 
ſraid will hardly beaccepted, or gran- 
ted; offer it-by Parcels, that one piece - 
may: be digeſted before the: other ve 
preſented. 

In al your Negotiations you mult * 
have an indiſcernible way of Intell:- 
gence, as Angels have of Communica- 
tion : Gvges Ring will be of great uſe 
unto you ; for he obſerveth belt, 
who is leaſt obſerved himfſclF. 

And if you defign-your own fafety, - 
{peak Truth ; for you will-never be 
believed, and by-this means your Truth - 
will ſecure you, if queſtioned ; and put 
thoſe you deal with (who.will (till hunt 
F3.. counter : 
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counter) to great loſs in all Underta- 
kings, 

It will be Prudence in you to oppoſe 
1n Councils all-Reſolutions as to Buſt- 
neſs of Importance in dubious Matters 
if the thing deſigned ſucceed well, your 
advice will never come in queſtion 3 if 
ill (whereunto great Undertakings are 
{ubjeR) you may make advantage, by 
remembring your own Councel. 

Burt in great Concerns it will be your 
Wiſdom not to reſt in the dull Coun- 
cils of what is lawful, but to proceed 
£0 Quick Reſolutions of what is ſafe. 

Admitnoneto be of your Cabal, but 
ſuch as have their Fortunes ſolely de- 
pending upon you. | 

In dangerous Attempts, put others 
before you to a&t ; but ever keep your 
felf behind the Curtain. 

In doubtful matters you mult be al- 
ways provided with ſome cunning Stra- 
tazems, either to baffle your Enemies, 
or elſe to ſecure your felf and own 
Party. 

If by Wiſdom you cannot attain 
your End, uſe Argentea Tela, they ne- 
ver fail; for Virtutew > Sapreatiam 
wVincunt Teſtudines ; And as Men have a 

- Touch- 
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Touch-Stone to try Gold, fo Gold is 
the Touch-Stone to try Men. 

I have hinted theſe unto you, not that 
you ſhould 2& any thing againſt Ho- 
nour, or the Dignity of your Religion. 

Prudence isan Armory, wherein are 
as well defen{ive as ofteni1ive Weapons, 
of the firſt you make uſe of upon al! 
occaſions, but of the other, only up* 
on neceſlity, 

We know that the Apocripha is al- 
lowed to be digeſted into one Volume 
with the Sacred Word, -and read toge- 
ther with it, but where it thwarts that 
which is Canonica], its to be laid: afjue.” 

Policy and Religion, as they .do well 
together, ſo they do-as ill aſunder 
the one being too cunning to be good, 
the other too {imple ro be ſafe ; there- 
fore ſome few Scruples of the Wiſdom 
of the Serpent, mixt with the Innocen-- 
cy of the Dove, will be an excellent 
ingredient in all your-Actions, 


F 4 
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SECT. XX. 
Conncels to the Onfortunate Politician, 


Ut have ſtained roo much Paper; 

I muſt with Apelles, Manum de 

Tabula, if you be mounted on the Pyra- 

mid of Honour ; you muſt know it 

hath but one Point, and the leaſt ſtep 
may hazard your Fall. - 

- If you ſhould chance to loſe your ſelf 
in the Empire of Greatneſs, return to 
your own Solitudes and Privacy, and 
there you may find your {ſelf again. 

Let no condition ſurprize you, and 
then you cannot be afflicted in any : A 
Noble Spirit muſt not vary with his. 
Fortune, there is ao Condition fo low, 
but may have Hopes ; nor any ſo high, 
that is out of the reach of Fears. 

In your worſt Eſtate hope, in the 
beſt fear, but in all Le Circumſpedt 3. 
Man is a Watch, which muſt be look- 
ed to, and wound up every day. 

It no lefs becometh the worthieſt 
Perſons to oppole Misfortunes, than it 
goth the weakeſt Children to bewail 
them, Ir 

'$ 
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It's the Temper of a brave Soul al- 
ways to hope ; Adverlities are born 
with greater Glory than deſerted for 
ſuch are the Comforts of unhappy Vir- 
' tues and Innocent Souls. | 

It was a rare.Temper of Eumezes, 
whole Courage no Adverlity ever let- 
ſened, nor Proſperity his Circumlpe-. 
Ctton 3 one Month in the Schoo} of af- 
fliction will reach you- more, than the - 
grave Precepts of Ar:ftotle in yeven- 
tut for you can never judge right- 

of Humane Afﬀairs, unle(s you have 

rſt felt the Blows and Deceits of For-. 
tune, 

I am not (I bleſs my Stars) diſturbed _ 
at any thing, neither doth -Paſſioa dil 
quiet me : I hate nothing, except it be 
hatred it felf; and I am no more trou- : 
bled for the want of any thing I have 
not, than I am, becauſe I am not the 
Sophy of Perſia, or the Grand Stemor : 
He is a happy Man that can have what 
he will, and that I profeſs my ſelf to . 
be, becauſe I will nothing bur that I _ 
can have. 

I am much delighted with the plea- 
ſant Humour of Thraſal:s, and can, in . 
my own conceit, make my ſelf as rich . 
a5 the Inates, Fs I 
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I am a little World, and enjoy all 

things within my ov!n Sphere : Ho- 
nour and Riches, which others do af- 
pire unto; I do now poſlels and enjoy 
them in my ſelf - Health is the Tem- 
perate Zone of my Life, and my Mind 
15 the third Region in me; there I have 
an Intellectual Globe,wherein all things 
ſub{ift and move according to my own 
Idea's. . 
'” The Stars, though Glorious and 
Splendid Bodies, yet I look upon them 
bur as Spangles, which at beſt do buc 
Embroyder the out-{1de of that Cano- 
PY, whereupon I my ſelf am to Tram- 
P1E, 

Many times I raiſe my Spirits to {6 
generous a pitch,that I think Heaven it 
telf not too high for me: I can graſp in 
one Thought all that Globe, for which 
ambicious Men Fight. 
 T account nothing more Noble than 
my Soul, except the Almighty God, 
whoſe offspring it is; I never ſtain ir 
with that Earth or Metal;which others 
are ambitious to get : for my Soul doth 
ſhew by deſiring more, how unfatisfa- 
ory all extrinfick Objects are. 


Doth 
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Doth any Man rob you of your 
Goods, conſider that God by that 
Man takes back what he hath only lent 
you 3 the thing you foreſaw is come to 
paſs; and what ſhould amaze you? 
That which hath happened our, it's but 
that which you have often ſeen and 
known. 

All things by nature,in the Univerſe, 
are {ubject ro Alteration and Change : 
how ridiculous then is it, when ariy* 
thing doth happen, to be diſturbed, or- 
Wonder, as if {ome ſtrange thing had 
happened ? 

F muſt own my (elf as a part of the 
Univerſe, and therefore cannot be'dif> 
pleaſed with any thing that happens to 
my particular ſhare z for nothing whicts 


is good to the whole, can be hurtful ta + 


that which is part of it. 
However, lznocens fit Antmus in trat4 
fortuna, for- Virtuous : Perſons like the 
Sun, appear greateſt at their ſitting,and 
the Patient enduring of a neceſlary Evil; 
15 next untoa Voluntary Martyrdoin. 
Adverlity overcome, is- the higizeſt 
Glory ; and willingly .undergone, the 
greateſt Virtue; ſufferings are but tize 
Tryal and Cupel of gallant Spirits. : 
13 
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If” proſperoufly- overcome, they are 
tike thoſe Winds, which if they do 
not throw down, do advantage Trees, 
by ſhaking them 10. a greater Faſtneſs 
2t the Root. 

That which is future or paſt, cannot. 
hurt you;, but only that which is pre- 


{ent;- and- cannot your Patience hold: 


gut one Inſtanc 2: 


Tf yon conſider you are a Man, your- 
Misfortune will not ſeem new unto youz; 
if youreflect on the Infelicities which. 


happen to others, your own will ſeem 
but light to you. 


If thou art-diſquieted at any thing, 
confider with thy (elf, is the thing of 


that Worth, that for it I ſhould-ſo di- 


fturb my. felf,, and loſe my Peace and. 


Tranquility. 


The World: is a- Sea, where ſome- 
Men. are wrecked, but all are tofled: 


with Winds, and ſubje&-to:the agitati» 


on of the Waves ; let it be your. Pru-- 
dence-to. gain ſuch a ſafe Port, which. 


may ſecure you from the one, and pre- 
{erve you from the other; 


I Honour the Gallantry of Gaznls, 
whom the Dictatorſhip did not elevarte,. 


nor exile abate the bravery of his 
SPIrit. L 
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Thave many.times obſerved, that the 
moſt Virtuous Perſons are not the grea- 
teſt Favourites of Fortune. 

When Fortune is moſt Prodigal of 
her Favors, for the moſt part the in- 
tends no long continuance 3 and Felici- 
ty that is grown old, draws near-ag 
end, and extream 111 Fortune is not far 
from a Reverie. 

Etiam mala fortuna ſuas habet lenitates.. 

And though you are fallen from 
your Princes Favour, yet you may be 
a Rex Stoticws, a King in your own Mi- 
crocoſm 3-and he who knoweth how ro 
rule that well, may deſpiſe a Crown : 
Thrones are but uneatie Seats, and' 
Crowns nothing but Splendid Mileries. 

The Change of: your Fortune may 
diminiſh your hopes, but it will en- 
creaſe your quiet; you muſt underſtand 
that Favourites are but as Counters in 
the Hands of great Perſons, raiſed and 
depreſſed in valuation at pleaſure ; and 
like Dials, they are not lookt on, when 
the Son of Majeſty is off. of them. 

There is no conſtancy either in the 
Favour of Fortune, or in the Aﬀection 
of great Perſons, fo thatno Wiſe Man 

| Can. 
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can truſt rhe one, or depend ſafely up- 
on the other. 

To be without an Eſtate, and not to 
want ; to want, and nor delires. to 
take the Changes of the World, wirth- 
our any change in a Mans ſelf, are ex- 
cellent Qualifications, of which you 
muſt ſtudy to be Maſter ; you are a 
Ball z what is a Ball the better, if the 
Motion of it be upwards, or the worſe, 
- if it oe downwards, or if it chance to 
fall upon the ground ? | 

But whatſoever the Traverſes of 
Forcune are, letno Diſcontent ſurprize 
you 3 if the thing be within your Pow- 
er, manage it toyour Content 3 if nor, 
its Weakneſs in you to be diſquiered. 

Do your beſt, that the beft may 
happen out, if that do not, yet think it 
beſt : however it will be Piety in you, 
to Submit to Divine Providence. + 

He is traly Wile, who can endure 
Evil, and injoy good. C 

An Humble Soul, like a white Sheer, 
muſt be prepared to receive that-which 
the hand of Heaven ſhall imprint upon 
i. 

Never antidate- your own Misfor- 
tune ; for many times men make them- 

{elves 
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{clves more miſerable, than indeed they 
are; and the Apprehenfion of Infeli- 
city doth more affiict them, than the 
Infelicity 1: ſelf. 

Amongſt the vartous Acccidents of 
Life, I !ift up my Eyes to Heaven ; 
When the Earth affords me no Relief, 
E have Recourſe toa higher and greater 
Nature, when I find the Frailty of my 
own. 

All AﬀMictions and Calamities are to 
me welcom ; for I never feel more the 
Divine Afſitance and Comforts, than 
in my greateſt extremities z and becauſe 
Fam under the Protection of the Al- 
mighty, I take but little care of my 
ſelf z I never beg of God bur general 
Bleſſings, becauſe he, in his Divine 
Wiſdom, knows better what is good 
for me in particular than I my ſelf, 

Diſcontent is the greateſt Weakneſs 
of a generous 'Soul ; for many times 
its ſo intent upon its unhappineſs , that 
it forgets its Remedies. 

I would not have you diſordered 
within you, when there are ſo many 
things out of order without you. 


Hope 
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Hope will be your beſt Antidote 
againſt all Misfortune, and Gods Om- 
mpotency an excellent means to fix. 
your Soul. 

If you be not ſo happy as you delire, 
it's well you are not {ſo miſerable as you 
deſerve; if. things go not ſo well as 
you would they ſhould have done, it's 
well they are not- ſo il] as they mighe 
have been. 

If you ſeriouſly conſider - you have - 
received more good than you have 
done,and done-more evil than you have. - 
ſuffered. 

Meaſure not Life by the enjoyment 
of this World, but by the Prepara- 
tion it makes for a better, looking for- 
ward what you ſhall be, rather than 
backward what you have been; you 
need not fear Death the laſt Change, 
who hath been acquainted with a Life 
ſofull of Change ; if you have lived 
well, you-have lived long enough 3 {o 
ſoon as Death enters upon the Stage, 
the Tragedy is done ; believe me, he 
that anchorech one thought upon any 
thing on this ſide Heaven, will be furg 
tO be a loſer in the end, 


There 
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There is nothing-can render the 
thoughts of this Life tolerable, bu 
the expectatihn of another. I wou! 
not delire to live a moment,if I thought 
[ wasnot to live again. 

To ſerve God, and keep his Com- 
mandments, is the only Wiſdom ; and 
will at laſt, when the account of the 
World ſhall be caſt up, be found to be 
the beſt Preferment and Higheſt Hap- 
pineſs; And fo fareweil ; remember 
your Mortality and Eternal Life. 


———— ——— 
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Sententie Stellares, 


OR 


Maxims of PRUDENC E 
To be obſerved by 


ARTISANS 
STATE. 


« Hat Government is beſt tem- 
| pered, where a few drams 
mM of Fear are blended with 

the Peoples Love. 

2, Ic is the Intereſt of Princes to 
make Atts of Grace, peculiarly their 
own 3 becauſe they which have the 
Art to pleaſe the People, have com- 
mon!y te power to raile them, A 

; 23, 
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3. A Prince that runs on any deſign 
contrary to the general Humour and 
and Spirit of the Peaple, may indeed 
make his Miniſters great Subjects, but 
but they cap never make him a great 
Prince : whereas a Prince that doth 
att with the Hearts and Intereſt of his 
People, can never fail of making what 
Figure he pleaſes in the World, nor of 
being ſafe and ea(te at home. 

4. He who putteth off his Hat to the 
'People, giveth his Head to the Prince z 
for the immoderate Favour of the 
Multitude,' as itcan doa Man no good, 
ſo ic will undo ſo many as ſhall truſt 
| tOits; it was ſaid of the Earl of Eſſex, 
that he was grown ſo popular, that he 
was too dangerous for the times, and 
the times for him. 

5. He that gives a Prince Councel 
by his deſires, ſets intereſt which can- 
not err, by Paſſions which may. 

6.It may ſometime be the Intereſt of 
a Prince, not only toremove Grievan- 
ces, by doing what is d<{ired, but even 
Jealouſttes, by doing fomethins which 
is not expected; for when a Prince 
does more than his People look tor, he 
gives them reaſon to believe, that he 
is 


"—_ 
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15 not ſorry for doing that they de- 
fired. 

7. It's a harder thing to avoid Cen- 
fure,than to gain Applauſe 3for this may 
be done by one great or wiſe Action in 
az Age ; but to avoid cenſure, a man 
muſt paſs his Life without ſaying or do- 
ingone il! or fooliſh thing. 

8. In all matters- of Councel, the 
good and prudent part is, to take things 
as they are (ſince the paſt cannot be re-, 
called) to propoſe Remedies for the - 
preſent Evils, and Provitions. againit- 
future Events.- 

9. Credit is gained by Courſe of 
Times, and ſeldom recoversa Strain 5 
bur if broken, it's never well ſeragain. 
- To. Too great Severity in-the Laws 
ſeldom does good 3 for many times the 
Common Guilt makes the. Penalties 
mmpracticable. 

11. If Aﬀetion lead you to Court, . 
take care that Interelt keep you care 
for when its once paſt Noon with a Fa- 
Vourite, its preſently Night with him. 

12, In- popular Tumults many times 
nothing is more- fate than-Speed, and : 
greater Advantages accrew by Expedi- 
tion than Delays; for white ſome are 

un : 


Humane Prudence. 117 


in fear, ſome in Doubt, others igno- 
rant, all may be reduced to the Limits 
of Obedience; and Fury, when the 
firſt Blaſt is ſpent, turns commonly to 
fear 3 and thoſe Perſons which are the 
Heads of Rebellion, whom the People 
Honour and admire at firſt, are at /aſt 
plentifully re-paid with Scorn and Con- 
tempt. 

x3. Kings cannot meet without great 
Stace, and they ſeldom part without 
much Envy ; who never are farther 
1{under, than when they meer. 

14. All States ſtand more by Fame 
than Force ; it's moſt ſafe, neither ro 
diſcover Weakneſs, nor hazard loſs by 
attempr. 

15. What is the great Humour and 
Bent of a Nation, ought ever to be 
much conſidered by a State, which can 
hardly miſcarry in the purſuit of ir. 

16. When a Prince ſeeks the love 
of his Subjects, he ſhall find in them 
enough of Fear 3 bur where he ſeeks 
their Fear, he loſes their Love. 

17. Denyal from Princes muſt be 
ſupplyed with gracious Uſage, that, 
though they curenot the ſere, yet they 
may abate the Sence of it 5 but belt 

It 
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itis that all Favours come dire@ly from 
themſelves, Denials and chings of Bit- 
terneſs from their Miniſters : There- 
fore if a Prince reſolve not to anſwer 
a Requeſt, the leaſt offenſive way is, 
not to uſe dire&t Denyal, but by De- 
lays prolong the time, and fo in place 
of effet, afford good expectation : 
Henry the IV. of France was fo courte- 
ous, that when he would not anſwer 
a Petitioner, he always fo obliged him 
wich ſome good Word,. that he went 
away ſatisfied. 

18. The more a Prince weakneth 
himſelf by giving, the poorer he is of 
Friends. 

19, Equal Authority with the ſame 
Power, is ever fatal to all great Acti- 
ons ; and therefore one Wite General, 
having but a Thouſand Men, 1s more 
to be feared, than Twenty of Equal 
Authority ; for they are commonly of 
divers Humcurs, - and judging diverſly, 
do rarely what 1s to be done, and loſe 
time before Reſolutions can be taken. 

20. Reward and Punniſhment juſtly 
laid, do ballance Government 3 but ir 
much concerns a Prince, the hand to 
be equal that holds the Scale 3 — 

1 
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if any Subje&t dorh deſerve never {o 
highly of his Prince, if he becomes af- 
terwards a Malefator, he muſt be 
made an Example of Juſtice, without 
regard of his former merit. Mantis 
Cap:itol:pus, tho' by Valour he had de- 
liver'd the Capital of Rowe from the 
French, who beleagur'd it ; yet after- 
wards growing Seditious, was thrown 
down from the Capitol, which by his 
rene Renown he had forinerly delive- 
red. 

21. That Prince which ſcrews up the 
Pins of Power too high, will break the 
Jirings ot the Commonwealth. Wiſe 

rinces make uſe of their Prerogative, 
as God Almighty doth of his aha. 
tency, upon extraordinary occahans. 

22, The Prince 1s the Pilot of the 
Commonwealth, the Laws are the 
Compals. 

23. Reverſionary Grants of Places 
of Profit and Honoyx by Princes, are 
the bane and ruine'Vt- Induſtry 3 bur 
Ads of Grace and Bounty are the 
Golden Spur to Virtuous and generous 
IpIrits. 

24. In Holy things, he that ſtrikes 
upon the Anvil of his own Brain, is in 
danger 
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danger to have the Sparks fly in his 
Face. 

25, AKingdom is like a Ship at Sea, 
whoſe Ballaſt ſhould be the Princes 
Coffers,which if they be light and emp- 
ty, ſhe doth nought but rumble up and 

own, nor can be made to run direct 
and ſteady Courſe; therefore its the 
Intereſt of Princes to have a good 
Treaſure againſt all Extremiries ; for 
empty Coffers give anill Sound, 

26. That Prince, who, upon every 
Commorion of the Subject, ruſheth 
preſently intro open War, is like hum, 
who (ers his own Houſe on Fire to roaſt 
his Eggs. | 

27. That State which goeth out of 
the Liſts of Mediocrity, paſleth alſo 
the Limits of Safety. While Sparta 
kept her ſelf within thoſe Boundaries 
that Lycurgas preſented unto her, ſhe 
was both ſafe and flouriſhing, but ac- 
tempting to enlarge her Terricories by 
new Acquiſts of Other Cities in Greece 
and A/za, ſhe every day declined, 

28. Rather than the leaſt Diſhonour 
ſhould fall upon the Stare, it's Prudence 
ſometimes to preſerve the Honour of 
the Publick, to cait the Male Admini- 
| | {tration 
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tration upon ſome Favourite or Coun- 
cellour, and offer him a Sacrifice to 
Juſtice. 

29. Gharles the V. laid the Loſs and 
Diſhonour he received in the Invaſion 
of France, by way of Province, to 
Anthony de Leva, the Spaniard ;, to co- 
ver the Diſhonour they received in their 
Attempt againſt —_— in oy 
Eight, caſt it upon the Duke of Par- 
ma, in his not joining with them in con- 
venient time. So did Charles the Sixth 
of France, upon the Duke of Berry, in 
his deſign of invading Ezglazd, as ma- 
ny wiſe Princes and States had former- 
ly done. 

30. Reputation abroad, and Reve- 
rence at home, are the Pillars of fafe- 
ty and Soveraignty. | 

31, Frames of Polity, as well as 
Works of Nature, are belt preſerved 
from the ſame Grounds they were firſt 
founded on. 

32. The Miniſters of Princes muſt 
be Pares Megot:1s, fit for their Buſineſs, 
and not Supra, above it, or too able 
for it 3 for another Mans too much Suf- 
ficiency ( as they think ) is a diminu- 
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tion of their Reſpetivenels, and there- 
fore dangerous. | 

33. Taxes, which the Soveraign Le- 
vies from the Subject, are as Vapors, 
which the Sun exhales from the Earth, 
and doth return them again in Fruitfu! 
Showres. 

34. Too great a City in a Nation, is 
like a bad Spleen in the Body natural, 
which ſwells ſo big, as makes all other 
parts of the Body lean ; therefore ſome 
{ober Perſons have conceived, that it's 
more Prudence to hive three Cities of 
equal Power, that in caſe one ſhouhe.. 
Rebel, the other two might ballance 
or give Law to the third. A great 
City is the fitteſt Engine to turn an old 
Monarchy into a new Commonwealth, 

25. That State which doth not (ubfiſt 
in Fidelity, can never continue long in 
Potency. 

36, Wiſe Princes muſt ſometimes 
deal with Mutenous Subjects, as the 
Sun did to take away the Paſlengers 
Cloak, not as the ruttiling Winds, to 
biow him down. , 

37. There is nothing which doth 
more impoverith a Prince,than Impreſts 


-þ Money at great Ulance ; for age 
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by a Prince is brought to one of theſe 
two Extremities, either to overthrow 
his Demeſnes and Finances, whereot 
the French Kings are Examples; or 
elſe to pay Bankrupt, and pay none, as 
King Philip of Sparz hath done to the 
Merchants of Geroa, Florence, Asbureb, 
= almoſt to all the Banks in Ghriſten- 
(10777. x 

38. Deſtructive Peace and unſucceſs- 
ful War, are both fatal in the iflue. 

39. Intereſt is the Compaſs by which 
all States muſt Steer their courſe ; 
therefore a wiſe ſtate will aiways be 
found in its intereſt, 

40. Tumuits may be raiſed by men 
of little Courage, but muſt be maintain- 
ed by hazard, and ended wich the lois 
of the moſt valiant. 

41. In Popular Tumults it's Safer 
for a Prince with ſome yeilding to Con- 
deſcend to peace,then by Standing upon 
high Points of honour, to hazard the 
iſlue of a Barcle, wherein the Prince 
cannot win without his weakning, nor 
loſe without danger of his undoing : 
Lews the thirteenth of France was 2 
Sad and Mournful inſtance hereof, 
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42. A Prince is never fear'd abroad, 
or honoured at home, that hath not 
levyed an Army, or at leaſt made all 
the Preparations requilite to carry on 
a War. 

43. The Sword is the laſt reaſon of 
Kings, and if not the beſt, yet cer- 
tainly the beſt able to defend them. 

44. When any Miſchief grows in a 
State, and becomes formidable, it's 
many times more Prudence to tempo- 
rize with it, than by force to attempt 
the redrels of it 3 for they who go a- 
bout to quench it, kindle it the more, 
and ſuddenly plucks down that Miſ- 
chief upon their Heads, which was 
then but feared from them ; by cour- 
ting or diſſembiing the Miſchief, if it 
doth not remove the Evil, at leaſt its 
put off for a longer time. 

45.Charles the V. (even he who was 
Sirnamed the Wile) of Fraxce, at ſuch 
time as he was Regent in Frazce, his 
Father at that time being a Priſoner in 
England, by evil Counſel of ſome, be- 
ing Ignorant in Matters of State, at 
once ſuſpended all the Officers of 
France, of whom he ſuppreſſed the 


greateſt part, appointing Fifty Com- 
miſho- 
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miſſioners for the hearing ſuch Accuſa- 
tions, as ſhould be laid againſt them 
for Extortion and Bribery by them 
committed ; whereupon all Frazce was 
in ſuch a Tumulrt (by reaſon of the 
great number of fuch as were Male- 
contents) as that ſhortly after, for 
Remedy thereof, he, by decree in 
the High Court of Parliament in Pa- 
, was forced to abrogate the former 
aw. 

46. It's a Noble Ambition, and ad- 
ſolutely neceſlary for a Prince, to be- 
lieve none of his Subje&ts more wiſe 
than himſelf, nor more fit to govern 3 
when he hath not this good Opinion of 
himſelf, he ſuffers himſelf to be go- 
verned by others, whom he believes 
more fit than himſelf,and by this means 
falls inco many Infelicities. This was 
the unhappineſs of Phzl;p the Third of 
Sparn, though a Prince of Eminent 
Parts, yet ſuffering himſelf to: be go- 
verned by the Duke of Lerma, he be- 
came of 1o little Eſteem with the Peo- 

le, and had no ways to. free himſelf 
rom thoſe Indignities which were caſt 
upon him, but by becoming a Clurch- 

manand a-Cardinal. 
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47. A wile Prince, when he is obli- 
ged to make War, ought to make it 
Powerfully and ſhort, and at firſt to 
aſtonith his Enemies with formidable 
Preparations, becauſe by this means it 
returns to good Husbandry, and the 
Conqueſts made througi fear of. Arms, 
reacheth farther than thoſe made by 
the Arms themſelves. 

48.In aPopular Tumult and Rebellion, 
the beſt way is firſt to cut oft all their 
Proviſtons, and then ſecondly, to ſow 
tedition amongſt them,while the Prince 
may gain time by pretended Treaties to 
de even with thera, drawing off the 
moſt Eminent of the Faction every 
day, and confounding the reſt. 

49. Puniſhment and Reward are the 
two Pillars whereon all Kingdoms are 
builc ; the former (erves for reſtraining 
of vile Spirits; the latter, for the en- 
courazemeat of the generous : the one 
#erves inſtead of a Bridle, the other of 
2 Spur. 

50, The love of the Subject 1s the 
molt ſure Bajrs of the Princes Great- 
ne!s; and Princes are more fecure, and 
veiter defended by the love of the Peo- 
pie, than by many Troops and Legt- 
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ons ; every wiſe Prince muſt ſurypoſe 
that times of trouble may come, and 
then will be necetficated ro uie the 
Service of Men diver(ly qualitixd 3 
therefore his Care aad Study mult be 
in the mean time, (o to entertain them, 
that when thoſe Storms ariſe, he mv 
reſt aſlured to command them tor 
whoſoever perfwades himfelt by pre- 
ſent Benefits-to gain the good will of 
Men, when Perils are at hand, ſhall be 
deceived. 

51. Its not fafe for a Prince to com- 
mit his Secrets to his greateſt Favou- 
rite; for if he that is concerned w1ll 
give, the Prince is certainly betrayed. 

52, It concerns a Prince to contain 
his beſt Friends within a moderate and 
convenient Greatneſs, as to weaken and 
depreſs his greateſt Enemies. 

53. No wile State will ever begin 
a War, unleſs it be upon deſigns of 
Conqueſt, or neceſfity of Defence ; 
for all other ways ferve only to exhauſt 
Forces and Treaſure; and end in un- 
toward Peaces, parch'd up out of 
Weakanels and Warineſles of the Par- 
ries, 
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54. Nothing doth ſo much conduce 
to the Safety of a State, as to place 
the Supream Power in one ; for Com- 
mands, depending upon diverſe Votes, 
begec deſtruction and ruine 3 and as this 
courſe prevents War, ſo it beſt con- 
{ſerves Peace. 

55. Forreign Succors are moſt dange- 
rous, and therefore it muſt be the darren 
reſort of every Wiſe State, for they 
are ſeldom gotten out but by the nndo- 
ing that State which received them 3 
orelſe, as moſt commonly it happens 
out, they make themſelves Maſters of 


It 

56. In all Diſtempers in a State, P:l- 
lule Aure are the beſt Phiſick, for they 
ever work ſafely. 

57. Thoſe People, which by Arms 
do endeavour to deliver themſelves 
from Oppreſſon,do many times change 
the Tyrant, but not the Tyranny 3 and 
after a Rebellion is ſupprefled , the 
King is more King, and the . Subjects 
more Subject. 

58. Ir's eaſter to make Subjeds than 
to keep them ; Men may {ubmitr to the 
force of Arms, but they never obey 
bur a juſt Power. 

59. None 


+ a". a 


- 


Humane Prudence: 129 


59. None are more: apt to'attempt 
upon the Peoples Liberties, than ſuch 
who are Vitious and debauched ; for 
they commonly think Principality bur 
a Security of great Crimes. Yetnone 
are leſs able to compals.their De(1gns3 
for he that will dare to- attempt that 
which no honeſt Man will, muſt be 
able to do-{uch things, which none bur 
a Prudent and Stout Man can perform.. 

60. The Chief Wiſdom and Happi- 
neſs of a Prince, is to know well to. 
enjoy the Soveraignty of his Power 
with the Liberty of his Subjects ; Love,. 
Fear, and Reverence, are the Three 
Ligaments which tye che Hearts of the 
Subjects to their Soveraign : let the 
Prince have the firſt in height, the ſe- 
cond in good meaſure, and of the laſt 
ſo much as he can. 

61. That State which doth affe&t 
Grandeur, or the Preſervation of its 
Intereſt, muſt be bold and daring, in 
the mean there is no-lafety 3 and thoſe 
Attempts which begin wich danger, 
for the moſt part are Crowned with. 
Glory, and end in Honour. 

62. That State which will preſerve: 
it elf in Puiſſance, muſt preyene_Di- 
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viſions, to which States are ſubject 
and where people are FaCtious and apt to- 
diviſtons, 1ts Prudence to ſoften them 
with Pleaſures, for where. they are 
fubtile and proud, they muſt be made 
Voluptuous ; ſo their Wit and Malice 
will hart the leſs: It's ſome ſecurity 
that a Faction is debauched ; for its not 
fafe ro ſuffer ſober Men to come to 
undo the Commonwealth 3 as in a 
Tempeſt, each Wave ſtriving to be 
higheſt, rides upon the-Neck of that 
which haſted to the Shore before it,and 
is it ſelf {uppreſled by a following. So it 
happens in a Civil Tempeſt of theCom- 
monwealth, each Party ſtrives to ſup- 
preſs the other,till a Third undiſcerned, 
atlaults and (uppreſles the Conqueror. 

63. When a Nation is at war with- 
1n ic ſeif, it's not ſafe for any State or 
Prince to atrempt the Invaſion of ir, 
for it will certainly re-unite them. 

64. Whatſoever a Prince doth, it's 
to be preſumed that it was done with 
great Reaſon : if he commandeth any 
thing, every one 15 bound to believe 
that he hath good reaſon to command 
the ſame 3 his Actions are manifeſt, but 
Bis. Thoughts are ſecret. Its our Duty 
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to tolerate the 012, and not to murmur 
2:4inſt the other ; for the books of Kings 
are written in dark Characters, whict1 
feiv can uncipaer z and their Actions, 
like deep Rivers, whereof we lee the 
Courſe of the Stream, but know not 
the Source of it. | 

65. Whea a State is jealous of the 
Odedience and Loyalty of the Mztro- 
polis,. or chief City 11 its Domintons, 
the only means is to borrow great SUms 
of Money of them, for by that means 
they will not ealily break out into 
any Action or Rebellious Attempts,for 
fear of loſing their Money : Edward 
the Second of Enezland, being deprived 
by his own Subjects of his Royal Dya- 
dem, had never been reſtored, it hz 
had not been indebted to the Citzens 
of Lozaon, who, upon his coming up 
to London, purchaſed him the Favour 
and Friendſhip. of the greateſt part of 
the City, of which. being Maſter, his 
Power encreaſ(ed, and thereby became 
ſo ſtrong, that he ſubdued moſt of his. 
Enemies , and thereby recovered his 
Kingdom. 

66. Eumenes underſtanding that divers 


Noblemen ſought occaſions to kill him; 
co: 
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to prevent their Malice againſt him, pre- 
tended that he had .need of great Sums. 
of Money, which he borrowed of them 
who hated him moſt, to the end they 
might give over the ſeeking of his 
Death, whereby they were aflureauo 
loſe all their Money. 

67. Counſels too finely ſpun are eaſt- 
ly broken, and a deep contrivance agrees. 
not with the impatience of the Vulgar, 
to whom ſpeedy Undertakings ſeem al- 
ways moſt Heroick ; and flow, yet ſure 
Practices, are interpreted by them as 
the motion of falſe or baſe Spirits. 


68. He who groweth great on the 


fadden, ſeldom governeth himſelf in 


the change. Extraordinary Favour to. 


Men of weak or bad Deſerts, doth 
breed Infolency in them, and Diſcon- 
tentment in others 5 two-dangerous hu- 
mours in a State; 
69, Great Perſons muſt not at all 
- betouched, bur if ap be, they muſt 
be made ſure from taking Revenge ; 


and there is nothing more dangerous, 


than to bring a great Courage to the 
place of Execution, and then grant him 
his Pardon 3 for he will always remem- 


ber the Affront, and forget the Pardon. 
70. The 
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70. The queſtioning of great Perſons 
produce as much Terror (though it ar- 
gues not ſo much Rigor) as the Puniſh- 
ment 3; extremity of Law muſt be uſed 
towards ſome few, to ſettle quietne(s 
in the whole, and it's as it were a par- 
ticular Blood letting for the general. 
Health. 

71. Fools areruled by their Humour, 
but Wiſe Men by their Intereſt. 

72. A Prince of mean Force ought 
not in any wiſe to adventure his Eſtate 
upon one days Fightz for if he be 
Vicorious, he gaineth nothing but Glo- 
ry; bur if he loſeth, he is utterly un- 
done. 

73. Sudden Reſolutions are always 
dangerous, and no leſs Peril enſuerh of 
flow and doubtful delays. 

74. It's the Intereſt of Princes, that 
their Servants Fortune ſhould be above 
Temptation; for many times new Offi- 
cers to Princes, are like freſh Flies, 
bite deeper than thoſe which were cha- 
fed away before them.. ul 

75. A wiſe Prince ought to ground *'/ 
upon that which is of himſelf, and not 
upon that which is of another ; for 
Government is. ſet up inthe World, ra- 


ther 


124 Humane Prudence. 


ther to truſt its own Power, than to 
ſtand upon others Courteltes- 

76. A good Magiſtrate muſt be like 
the Statue of Apollo, which had a Lance 
in one hand, anda Harp in the other ; 
that is, Reſolution to awe on the one 
fide, and {ſweetneſs to oblige on the 
other. 

77. A Prince hath more reafon to 
fear Money that is ſpent, than that 
which is hoarded up; becauſe it's ea{t- 
er for Subjects to oppole a Prince by 
Popularity than by Arms. 

78, Outward Eſteem to a great Per- 
ſon, is as sKin to Fruit, which though 
a thin Cover, yet preſerves it. 

79. What wants a Soveraign ? ( ſays 
2 flattering Courtier ) Truth, (ſaid a 
Serious King.) 

80. A Good Magiſtrate muſt be 
made up of Craterus and Hepheſtion,who 
muſt love the Kings Intereſt, and his 
Perſon ; for he that loves not his Inte- 
reſt, hath no kindneſs for his Perſon. 

$1. Though one be raiſed by the Vul- 
gar,yet it's not ſafe to build upon them 3 
nothing is more unſtable than Great- 
nels, founded only upon anothers of ut 
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ſure ; nor are the Favours of any more 
uncertain, than thoſe of the Vulgar. 

82, Love preſerves the Empire, 
which Power ſet up. 

83. The Diſ-eſteem of Religious 
Ceremonies argues the Decay of the 
Civil Government. Pious Princes have 
firſt kept their People Religious, and 
= is made them Virtuous and uni- 
ted. 

84. Hereſfies and Errors in_ the 
Church, are rather to be ſuppreſſed by 
Diſcipline, than increaſed by Diſputa- 
tions; for in many caſes it's Impiety to 
doubt, and Blalphemy to diſpute. 

85.Schiſmaticks are like a Top,if you 
{courge them, you keep them up, bur 
if you neglect them, they will go down 
alone. | | 

86. Revolutions of Government , 
and the ſucceſſive Inundations of ſgyeral 
Factions,like the over-flowing of A:tus, 
continually leaves many Seedsand 
Spawns of Monſters, which may eafily 
be formed to any deſign. 

87. The Loveand hate of the Peo- 
ple are equally dangerous. 

88. Religion 1s the Foundation of 
Society, when that is once ſhaken by 
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Contempt, the whole Fabrick cannot 
be ſtable nor laſting. 

89. The Riches of the People are 
the Princes ſafety, but their Poverty 
his Calamity; for they being Rich, 
will not eafily attempt againſt the Go- 
vernment, for fear of loſs whereas ' 
being Poor and Beggarly, will upon 
every Diſcontent be apt to break out 
into Action 3 for ſuch will think, be- 
ing Poor, that they cannot be worle, 
but by bold attempts they may be bet- 
ter. 

go. Great Men are the firſt that find 
their own Grief, and the laſt that find 
their own Faults. 

gi. Emulation amongſt Favourites is 
the ſecurity of Princes. 

92. The two main Principles which 
guide Humane Nature, are Conſcience 
and Law 3; by the former we are obli- 
ged in reference to another World; by 
the later, in reference to this 

93. Two things break Treaties ; Jea- 
loucge, when Princes are ſucceſsful ; 
Fear, when they are unfortunate. 

94. Inconveniences which happen to 
Government are ſudden and —_ 
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forz therefore a Prince muſt be pro- 
vided i# Omnem Eventum. 

95. It's fafer for a State by death to 
extinguiſh the Power ; or by Pardon, 
to alter the will of great Offenders,than 
to put them to Exile or -Abjuration. 
Therefore Hezry the Fourth of Fraxce, 
being adviſed to baniſh Marſhal Byroz, 
he ſaid, That a burning Fire-brand caſts 
more Flame and Smoak out of a Chim- 
ney, than within tt. 

96. In Treaties Faith will fail as long 
as Intereſt lives 3 and intereſt will be 
fonnd as long as Princes Reign. | 

97. In Commonwealths, with the 
- Metropolis, all is Conpptns becauſe 

the Seat of Liberty and Empire being 
overthrown , the union is loſt, of 
which the Government is formed. 

98, The Proroguing and Diflolving 
of Parliaments , 1s like the diſtilling 
of hot Waters, the oftner they are 
drawn oft,cthe Higher and Stronger they 
are. 

99. Bold Outrages are to be feared 
at the firſt Heat, when they have taken 
time, they abate of them{elves, and 
ww Factions grow ſtale, they utterly: 
all. 
190, The 
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oo. The State of a Prince is never 
eſtabliſhed with Cruelty, or confirmed 
by Craft. 

Io1. It's more Prudence in a Prince 
to cut off, or pardon, than aiſtrels any 
Man ; for the diſtreſſed Man is ever 
before Peoples Eyes to move or exa(- 
perate them ; the dead and pardoned 
are forgotten. 

I02, To lie ſtill in times of danger is 
Calmneſs of Mind, not Magnanimity 
=_ to think well, is only to dream 
well. 

103. There is no dividing of a Fa- 
Eon by particular obligations, when 


it's general ; for you no ſooner take off 


one, but they ſet up another to guide 
them. 

Io4. It's no Prudence in a Prince to 
take off the Factious by Rewards, for 
it will animate others to be ſo, when 
they find ſuch encouragements for being 
troublelom. 

05. Many times the way for a 
Prince to preſerve his Power, 1s not 
to keep it ; the People of Ezeland,like 
Wantons, not knowing what to do 
with it, have contended with fome 
Princes, as Henry the 34, King Jobs, 
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Edward the 24. for that Power, which 
they have thrown into the Arms of 
others, as Queen El:zaveth, 

106, Favourites are Court Dyals, 
whereon all iook when Majeſty (hin: 
on them, and none, when its Night 
with them. 

107. Kings may marry, but King- 
doms never marry, ſo that by Marriage 
there is no permanent Intereſt gained. 

108, All Power is but comparative 
no Kingdom can take a juſt meaſure of 
of irs Safety by its own Riches or 
Strength at home, without caſting up 
at the ſame time what Invaſtons ma 
be feared, and what Defences and Aids 
may be had from Allies abroad. 

109. Anarchy or Popular Tumults, 
have worle effects upon common fſafe- 
ty, than the rankeſt Tyranny 3 for it's 
ea{ter to pleaſe the Humiour, and eicher 
appeaſe or reſiſt the Fury of one {ingle 
Perſon, than of a Multitude 5 rake 
each of them in their Exireams, the 
Rage of a Tyrant may be like that of 
Fire, which conſumes what it ;eaches 
but by degrees, and devours one Houſe 
after another, whercas tne Rage of the 
People is like that of the Sea, which 
Once 
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once breaking Bounds, overflows a 
Country with that ſuddenneſs and vio- 
lence, as leaves no hopes either of fly- 
ing or reſiſting, till, with the change 
or Ayes and Winds, it return of it 
elf, 
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